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DANE RUDHYAR 
(23rd MARCH 1895 - 13th SEPTEMBER 1985) 


A SEED-MAN FOR THE NEW ERA 


ALEXANDER RUPERTI 


DANE RUDHYAR, musician, artist, philosopher, poet, astro- 
loger, my friend and teacher since 1936, finished his life 
task on the 13th September 1985, leaving us witha great 
number of seeds which, hopefully, will germinate in the 
years to come. Few astrologers seem to realize the im- 
portance of his contribution to human understanding in 
this period of transition to a new world of values in 
which our life on this earth may be radically transformed. 
For many, Rudhyar was simply a philosophically and psycho- 
logically oriented astrologer, difficult to understand, 
who gave them several new techniques to use while they 
maintained theirclassical approach to astrology, life and 
the universe. There were very few astrologers present in 
Palo Alto in March, when many friends and students gather- 
ed to celebrate his 90th birthday and to renderhomage to 
the spiritual essence it had been his privilege to serve. 
For Rudhyar was a true seed-man, dedicated to being as 
perfectly a lens as possible for the focusing of new, 
necessary ideas. 


Rudhyar's message is that as we are living throughan 
important transition from one phase of human development 
to another. We should all try to think, feel and act in 
terms of a common new future, which we must create togeth- 
er. There is need fora new mind, a new way of thinking. 
There is need for the rise of new feelings, detached from 
the exclusivistic values of our particular cultures and 
geared to the needs and aims of humanity as a whole-- 
understood as a spiritual being within which we all have 
particular functions to perform. There isneedtoact with 
a sense of purpose: not a purpose dictated by ego-desire, 
but the end-purpose of our lives as members of a global 
humanity. This end purpose is what Rudhyar called "parti- 
cipation in the Pleroma". 


CONSIDERATIONS 


According to Rudhyar, the basic function of humanity 
in the entire evolution of our planet is to be the process 
of transition between a state of existence rooted in the 
biosphere and a superhuman state where conscious unanimity 
prevails. Man evolves, therefore, from a tribal state of 
unconscious unanimity, through the experience of individ- 
ual and cultural differences, to anew unanimous state in 
which the many Is act and will as We. 


We have reached the stage of emphasis on our indiv- 
idual differences which is plected In our emphasis on 
national differences. It is therefore important now to 
concentrate on the next reality, which requires that we 
work towards the uniting (not the dissolution) of our 
individual and cultural particularities within a new frame 
of reference: the realization that the Earthisa whole, a 
Being, within which we all have particularrolesto play. 


The discovery of three new planets during the last 
three centuries--and the probable discovery ofa fourth, 
which Rudhyar tentatively named Porsepina, during the next 
century--is a sign and symbol of the vastly important 
transition through which we are now passing. There has 
been nothing like it in the past; past values are there- 
fore inadequate to explain its meaning. 


Rudhyar used astrology as a vehicle to reach the 
greatest number of people, just as Blavatsky used spirit- 
ualism to do the same thing. His message is not astrolo- 
gical in itself. But astrology, as he presented it, can 
help people orient themselves during the transition, so 
they may undertake the necessary transition from personal 
living to true transpersonal living. The important thing, 
for him, was to induce people to change the quality of 
their lives in terms of the present need of humanity, for 
new values and a new purpose. This new purpose--new in 
terms of time only--is based on the realization that Man 
not only can become more than he is, but that it is his 
function todo so. 


Due to the pejorative meaning usually given to "human 
nature", few of us really know what it is to be truly 
"human", To be human is.to realize that one's dharma is to 
become more-than-human. Any lesser pmose is sub-human, 
at most just a step leading up to the fulfilment of the 
true human state. The fullrealization of the human state, 
as a Self with a capital S, leads to the further realiz- 
ation that this Self is not separate but, together with 
all other Selves, constitutes what Rudhyar called Man 
witha capital M. In other words, as the French writer St- 
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Exupery put it "The individualis a path; Man alone counts 
who takes this path." This, in a nutshell, is what the 
"transpersonal" state implies; the idea is in fashion 
today though little understood by most people. 


Rudhyar suggested that the basic realization a man or 
woman can have is that birth gives one the possibility of 
considering one's whole life as a process of transform- 
ation; and then, sooner or later, more or less consciously 
and deliberately, of living that personal life-span as a 
process. A process is a series of interrelated motions and 
changes which have one source and one purpose to be ful- 
filled. A man or a woman can perform this basic process 
(which the human condition constitutes) consciously and 
deliberately. This ishuman destiny, Man's dharma. Plants 
and animals cannot live in this way. Man can, because he 
is free not to do it. This is human freedom, relative 
though it be. 


The meaning given to "nature" and to "human nature" 
has evolved greatly during our 20th century. This is one 
of the reasons astrological interpretation and the use one 
makes of it must also change in relation to classical 
procedures and understanding. This interpretation and use 
can be raised today from the level at which material 
events are met as unrelated, fated, and mostly meaningless 
happenings, to that at which they are understood as phases 
of a process--all interrelated, each necessary and signif- 
icant, however difficult the circumstances in which these 
events are met. Life is to be seen as a whole process 
through which what was potential at birth can be actual- 
ized. 


In hundreds of articles and many books, Rudhyar tried 
tounite the findings of depth and height psychology with 
the basic astrological symbols. The result has been a 
whole series of new techniques--as well as a new interpre- 
tation of old ones--on which the practice of astrology 
could be raised to the new level of interpretation requir- 
ed by modern understanding. These new techniques were 
based on a knowledge of the structural unfoldment of 

rrocesses: for example, the lunation cycle, the progressed 
ination cycle (direct and converse), the interpretation 
of aspects as phases of a cycle. The aim of astrological 
counseling became that of revealed meaning, rather than 
predicting events. The interpretation of the natal chart, 
instead of being a hopefully objective statement of cha- 
racter, became the revelation of what should be done in 
order to really be what one potentially is. All individual 
differences come from the use to which we put our human 
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nature and the purpose of this use. The use and the pur- 
pose can be geared to biological rhythms, to sociocultural 
values, to individual aims and, lastly, to transpersonal 
necessities. The birth chart cannot tell us which. All 
depends on the level at which each of us is capable of 
functioning, and it is possible to function at all four 
levels in a given lifetime. 


This means that there are no longer set, static 
meanings to be given to planets and signs. All astro- 
logical factors can be interpreted at the four levelsmen- 
tioned and can be positive or negative according to the 
use we make of them. They are not positive or negative in 
themselves in any absolute sense. Nothing is set once and 
for all at birth. Birth is the beginning of a dynamic 
geo which should be lived consciously and purposeful- 

. Astrologically this means looking at the birth chart, 
its progressions and transits, asa means to act always at 
the proper time and in the proper way in order to turn 
potentiality into reality. And this potentiality is not 
simply that of becoming a "better" or more powerful person 
in sociocultural terms. It is the development of person- 
hood as a means to the end, which is a superhuman condi- 
tion. 


Man has a basic need to see order in existence, so 
that he may feelsecure. Throughout history and at dif- 
ferent levels, astrology has tried to answer this need. 
For many centuries astrology's perception of celestial 
order has been the basis of all culture, religion and 
science. But there isnot one Astrology with a capital A. 
In each epoch, the astrology of the time wasa reflection 
of the kind of order each culture saw in celestial mo- 
tions, of the kind of relationship the culture formulated 
between heaven and earth. Today, in view of the new kind 
of order seen by astrophysics--the interpenetration of all 
force-fields within the universe seen as wholes within 
wholes--we can say that our security can come from the 
realization that whatever has ordered and organized the 
solar system (the greater whole encompassing the earth) 
also orders the processes of existence on earth. 


There is no longer any need to rely on theories of 
planetary influences or energies to justify astrology. Our 
culture's perceptions of celestial order--the solar system 
--is for us a symbol of the greater whole in which we 
"live, move, and have our being". Signs of the Zodiac, 
houses, planets, aspects, are all symbols derived from our 
culture's astronomical data concerning celestial motions. 
They are meansto understand how our earth andall that 
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lives on it operates in relation to the greater whole, the 
solar system, whose rhythms are synchronous with the cy- 
clic processes discernible in human collectivities and in 
the lives of individual persons. We are not influenced by 
the solar system. There is a greater whole of which the 
solar system is a part--modern astronomy cannot as yet go 
any further than the galaxy in this holarchic view of the 
universe--but at every level the greater whole permits us 
to understand the basic principles and functional activ- 
ities that operate everywhere according to parallel or 
corresponding rhythms. The rhythms discernible in the 
solar system with its planets are identical to the rhythms 
discernible in life on earth. We interpret this fact by 
saying that the planets "symbolize" this and that on earth 
and in human beings. 


Each planet, our earth included, has adefinite func- 
tion to perform within the greater whole, which is our 
solar system. Each human being has a function to perform 
within the greater whole, which is humanity. Humanity has 
a function to perform within the destiny of our earth. Our 
job as human beings is to become conscious of these dif- 
ferent functions and to act in accordance with them. 
Astrology, therefore, can be a very practical form of 
"occultism", enabling each of us to live according to the 
real purpose of his or her existence on this planet. 
Rudhyar's astrology is geared to this purpose and to those 
of us who are willing and able, according to our place in 
human evolution, to transform our ego-desires into the 
will to live purposefully. 


The birth-chart is not a personal possession describ- 
ing what we are and how we differ from other persons. It 
is a snapshot of the universe when we were born as seen 
from the place we were born. It symbolizes therefore the 
need of the greater whole to which we are a potential 
answer. It tellsus what we are born for. The progressions 
and transits will show when and in what conditions we 
should progressively actualize those qualities of being 
and doing necessary to fulfil the need we were born to 
answer. When we have problems and go to an astrologer, the 
latter's task, in Rudhyar's view, is to evoke the meaning 
of the situation in relation to the potential life-pur- 
pose. This meaning is revealed by the phases of the 
cyclic processes, which began at birth and through which 
we are mueeen lly Pes hes The phases of the different 
cycles highlighted in the progressions and transits tell 
us what es d be done at a given time if we are willing 
to do it. What "should" be done, will depend on the level 
and the aims of the person. There is never only one level 
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and one interpretation to be given to the "should", The 
astrologer has to be wise enough to feel, intuit, or 
reason out the level at which the person can act positive- 
We without introducing his or her personal values into 
the judgement. As long as a person is only capable of 
living on an egocentric basis along socioculturally ac- 
ceptable lines, the astrologer must evoke possibilities on 
that level of living. That is what the classical astro- 
loger does because he himself lives on that level. But 
even then he should not present his interpretation of the 
situation in a way that makes the client feel that he has 
no alternative, that the starsmake things happen the way 
they do. He should always present his suggestions on a 
man-to-man basis, so as to leave the client psychological- 
ly free to accept or reject them. 


In 1980, Rudhyar introduced a transpersonal way of 
interpreting the birthchart, its progressions and tran- 
sits. is new approach parallels transpersonal psychology 
in a way, but goes much further in its implications. We 
have already spoken of the transpersonal as a step beyond 
the prevalent individualism, asa level of being at which 
the individual becomes conscious of his function within 
the greater whole. To be transpersonal, therefore, is to 
let the purpose of the greater whole manifest itself 
through one. This entails a process of transformation and 
transcendence. For this reason, to interpret the birth- 
chart, progressions and transits at this level, requires 
that every astrological element be seen as a means to 
overcome the inertia of one's past, of social and mental 
habits which we all tend to repeat--even if in superfic- 
ially different ways. A transpersonal interpretation will 
deal with the use of every circumstance, event, tension, 
crisis, as a means to overcome this inertia. It will seek 
to evoke the vertical relationship possible between a 
person (a lesse whole) and a greater whole (in one sense, 
humanity and the planet Earth--in another, the spiritual 
quality and the Soul Field which represents our true 
identity). 


In another sense, transpersonal astrologyisa way of 
knowing how, in one's particular case, one can transmute 
karma into dharma. The reading of a birthchart as charac- 
ter, with its strengths and its weaknesses, is an apprais- 
al of a human being in terms of his conditioning orkarma. 
As just stated, karma represents always the sum of the 
past, on any level--the results of actions badly performed 
or left undone ina past cycle. Rudhyar's astrology inter- 
prets karma on four levels. It is the inertia of the past 
in the form of patterns and currents of energies, in terms 
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of: (a) one's ancestors and genetic background (biological 
level), (b) the past of one's society and culture (socio- 
cultural level), (c) one's past decisions and actions or 
lack of action (individual level), and (d) the relative 
successes or failures of one's predecessor personalities 
in relation to the spiritual quality and Soul Field 
(transindividual level). 


Dharma represents what we are born for, the potential 
meaning and purpose the greater whole (humanity or the 
Soul Field) has invested in our birth. It is what we could 
do forhumanity, considered as a spiritual entity of which 
we are a part, and also what humanity will help us to do, 
if we let humanity helpus. The inertia of karma, however, 
tends generally towards a mere repetition of old patterns, 
old values, traditional ways of doing things. 


The action of dharma on karma is the reason for our 
many crises when we reach a certain level of evolution. 
Dharma constantly challengesus to stopacting asa crea- 
ture of the past and to become, together with all other 
true individuals, a creator of the future. On strictly 
personal levels, it is the challenge to work to become a 
focusing agent through whom humanity (or the Soul Field) 
is able to fulfil a particular, limited purpose. 


For Rudhyar Uranus, Neptune and Pluto represent the 
three basic steps or stages in the transpersonal way. 


Uranus refers to some form of crisis, on mental 
levels, which tries to open our consciousness to a larger 
frame of reference through new ideas. 


Neptune introduces a process of deconditioning, ob- 
liging us to become objective towards the past which has 
principally conditioned our feelings. The needs of others 
and of humanity take the place of personal values as 
reasons for action. 


Pluto introduces a process of catharsis and tries to 
make us act in terms of the larger dimension revealed by 
Uranus and Neptune. 


It is evident that as long as we limit our lives to 
the commonly accepted sociocultural values of our society, 
these three new planets seem to be what classical astro- 
logy calls "malefics". However, if we have gained a per- 

ective on history through Rudhyar's magnificent study of 
the longer planetary cycles and collective changes, we 
will realize that these cycles help us understand the 
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present purpose of the larger whole--humanity and earth-- 
which inevitably conditions our personal purposes at any 
given time in history. It is because we tend to live and 
act solely in terms of personal desires and purposes that 
we find life today so difficult. (National desires and - 
purposes are the collective equivalent), Personal and 
national behaviour should be in terms of humanity's needs. 
Because humanity is in a phase of transition, we as indi- 
viduals should realize that we are also in a phase of 
transition. We would not have been born now unless we were 
individually capable of helping humanity to make the right 
decisions during this crucial period. Anyone is a force 
for evil, an enemy of mankind, who fails through inertia 
or fear to align himself with the potential new future to 
be created together, as individuals and nations. Science 
has given us a global perspective which did not exist in 
the past except in rare individuals. Occult-esoteric prin- 
ciples are no longer occult or esoteric. They are publicly 
available, thanks to translations which have permitted an 
interpenetration of all cultural values, whatever their 
source. It is these principles, which are behind all 
cultures, religions and philosophies, which, for the first 
time, can enable anyone, anywhere, to give structure, 
objectivity and clarity of understanding of the evolution- 
ary processes which govern the universe. 


For Rudhyar, therefore, the one essential requirement 
for collective or individual transformation is the devel- 
opment of anewmind, anew mentality capable tomeet the 
future because free from the "ghosts" of the past. We are 
all still too much conditioned by our culture, its para- 
digms, symbols and images, in everything that we think, 
feel or do. Also, we tend too much to believe that in 
order to become true and free individuals we should sub- 
stitute an alien culture's values for those of our natal 
culture, It is fashionable to follow Hindu or Buddhist or 
Zen ways of living. 


The most important thing to know is where we stand 
now; and to accept this position as a starting point. One 
can move forward only from where one stands, although some 
positions make forward motion easier than others. But more 
essentially, for Rudhyar, rather than to move forward, we 
should be prepared to move through whatever life presents 
to us. We are always fighting against things, trying to 
discipline and overcome. But growth in consciousness can 
only come through the experience of all opposites. Con- 
sciousness is through-ness, said Rudhyar. Having exper- 
ienced to the full, man is "through" with this particular 
field of experience, because he has gained consciousness 
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of himself, the experiencer. Overcoming is a passing 
through, not a dismissal. Nature is not to be dismissed 
before the experience; it is not to be shunned and fear- 
fully avoided. The only solution of the contest with 
nature is for man to pierce through nature and, emerging 
from the experience, to continue his path toward an ever 
more total fullness of being. 


I hope these pages will help readers get a better 
perspective on Radhyer and his contribution to astrology. 
I have been in contact with him since the publication of 
Astrology of Personality in 1936. He has enriched my life 
and my understanding immensely. I only hope that others 
may get a similar inspiration from the books he has left 
us, and will feel the necessity to live more fully accord- 
ing to their birth charts, consciously and willingly, so 
that they find themselves on the transpersonal way, worthy 
agents of Man, whose global destiny alone gives meaning to 
our personal lives. 


TILTTTTTTA LATTA TTT TATA AAA A TT 
DANE RUDHYAR 


Dane Rudhyar, a composer, writer and mystic, died Sept. 13 in 
San Francisco. He was90 yearsoldandlivedin San Francisco 


i 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
Mr. Rudhyar wasa pioneerinsynthesizingablendofEastern / 
and Western music. His works feature titles such as "Syntony" / 
"Pentagram," "Invocation" and "Transmutation". He published / 
more than 15 books onastrology, andthe theoreticaltracts / 
"The Rebirth of Hindu Music"(1928)and"ArtasaReleaseof / 
Power"(1930). / 

/ 


Mr. Rudhyar was named Daniel Chenneviere whenhe wasbornin / 
Paris on March 23, 1895. Hestudied atthe Sorbonneandthe / 
Paris Conservatory, andpublished his firstbook--astudyof / 
Debussy's music--at the age of 18. He came to the United / 
States in 1916 and, eight years later, became an American / 
citizen under his chosen name, which was derived froma / 
Sanskrit word meaning dynamic action. Fé 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 


Mr. Rudhyar is survived by his wife, Leyla Rael, of San 
Francisco. 
--New York Times, 20th September 1985 
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MOON IN SCORPIO SQUARE PLUTO 


BARBARA KOVAL 


AMONG MY HOMOSEXUAL CLIENTELE the signature of Moon in 
Scorpio square Plutohasrun about ninety percent. That 
is my experience not an astrological truth. 


loffer the following in hopes that it will stimulate 
a sharing of data and experience fromother astrologers. I 
am not interested in getting into the social, political or 
moral justifications of homosexuality. My purpose is to 
foster a greater understanding of the homosexual inclina- 
tion, not to perpetrate a judgment. 


First of all, Iwant to emphasize that this construc- 
tion is by no means exclusive to gays. What it seems to 
suggest in the way of interpretation: 


1. Homosexuality, male and female. 


2. Difficult pregnancies, caesarian sections, 
abortions. 


3. Venereal disease. 


4. Inability to give and receive. Distrust, 
suspicion. 


5. A sickly or helpless mother who ruled by 
creating crisis and fear. The fear that the 
mother would die giving birth or will die before 
the native is ready to give her up. (Strangely I 
can't remember any cases where the mother actual- 
ly died giving birth to the native.) 


The majority of my clients with this configuration 
have neither married nor had children. Most of those who 
have are now divorced and alone. The females who are 
heterosexual often trade on their sexuality to attract 
men. When the passion wanes and marriage is not forthcom- 
ing, they are jealous, demanding and spiteful. Bothsexes 
seem to be aware of their true feelings only when they are 
in crisis, when they can't have something they want, or 
when they are angry or otherwise impassioned. They subli 
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mate their lunar vulnerability into sex, anger, and the 
drive for power and control. 


The Moon in Scorpio has long been recognizedas one 
of the two worst positions for the Moon, the other being 
Capricorn. The passage of Pluto through Leo compounded 
the problem. The Pluto in Leo generation has been the 
most outspokenly homosexual of any in recent memory. That 
this is merely a debilitated Moon adversely aspected by 
Plutoisdoubtful. The previous generation, with Plutoin 
Cancer opposite Moon in Capricorn, did not produce homo- 
sexuals in such great numbers. One can argue that they had 
a greater ability to control their feelings and do what 
they were supposed to do. Homosexuals of that generation 
lost their jobs and their reputations. The Moon was not 
square its own ruler, so the conflict was not quite so 
severe. Women considered it their duty to be mothers, 
even at the risk of death. Although Pluto in Cancer women 
were burdened, they were not hate 


Moon in Scorpio square Pluto isan indicator not only 
of emotional deprivation, it is also a fear of starvation. 
When the Pluto in Leo babies were born, schedule feeding 
was in fashion. Babies received their bottles at noon even 
if they started crying at eleven. To the infant con- 
sciousness that was tantamount to feeling that they would 
never be fed. If they were not going to be fed they would 
die. All mothers were not that rigid, but it is possible 
that the mothers of Moon in Scorpio children were so out 
of touch with the realities of nurturing and with in- 
stinctively knowing what is mothering, that they responded 
angrily to the child who would not relent. What child 
would relent ifhe thought he was going to die? 


Many households and families were diminished by the 
death of the father in World War II, and by the mothers 
going out to work in the factories to support the war 
effort. After the war there was the crisis of readjusting 
to the female loss of autonomy and the reestablishment of 
male dominance. Children often experienced their early 
years with surrogate mothers, relatives, and baby-sitters. 


Another point must be made relative to the charts of 
the parents. Recent generations, particularly those born 
since the late twenties and early thirties, gave birth 
when Pluto roughly transited their natal Neptunes. In 
other words, the natal Neptune of the parent is conjunct 
the natal Pluto of the child and, in this case, square his 
Moon. Guilt, secrecy and confusion may have been used not 
only to curb the sexuality of the child but to skew its 
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emotional needs and demands. The parents may have been 
totally oblivious to the child's needs. They may have 
engaged in power struggles with their infants. Even worse, 
there is the possibility of emotional hysteria on both 
sides in reactions to feelings that are normal and natu- 
ral. (Infants and children pick up such energies, even 
oye is done. That's the insidiousness of Nep- 
tune. 


This "Generation Gap" generation defied their parents 
and all forms of authority and discipline. The peer rage 
of Pluto in Leo is compounded by the personal rage of Moon 
in Scorpio. This isnot always expressed directly. Moon in 
Scorpio has a strong fear of exposure. 


The other phenomenon of this generation is women's 
liberation, The tendency of this feminism has been to 
demand that women be allowed to function exactly as men. 
Women, of course, should be treated equally before the law 
and should receive equal compensation for equal work. But 
women are not just men with different plumbing. Astrology 
suggests that, as a group, they are not only different, 
they are far more complex. Women with Moon in Scorpio 
square Pluto will, either by choice, temperament, or ne- 
cessity, live exactly like men. They are sexually free, 
to the point of being promiscuous, They work and fight in 
the marketplace. They are also very angry about their lot 
in life, about being women, about being used and abused. 


Please bear with what may seem to be monumental 
digressions. Because homsexuality has been most widespread 
in the Pluto in Leo generation group, these general chee 
vations are pertinent to what may be one of the underlying 
motivations and urges towards being gay. 


Male and female homosexuals each have the same con- 
figuration, Moon in Scorpio square Pluto, yet one avoids 
women sexually or cannot perform with them, while the 
otheris inclined towards women sexually. The contradic- 
tion is only apparent. Men tend to project their assess- 
ments of life on to the environment. If a man makes a 
mistake, he finds a reason "out there" for his error. 
Women do the opposite... They try to correct the flaws in 
themselves. Both male and female gays reject and fear 
women. The male does it ina straight forward fashion, The 
woman rejects herself and seeks to act like aman. That 
is, she takes another woman as a sex object. Lesbians 
don't hate women. They hate being women, and for some very 
good reasons which are underlying motivations towards some 
forms of homosexuality. 
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Homosexuality is a protective device, a survival 
mechanisn. 


1. Moon in Scorpio square Pluto equatesmotherhood 
and childbirth with death. either one's own or that of 
one's beloved. On the unconscious level the gay male 
cannot perform with a woman because he thinks that in 
doing so he will kill her. The lesbian thinks she will die 
if she gets pregnant and gives birth, therefore she must 
satisfy her sexual longings in a safe and sterile rela- 
tionship. (Please note that we are discussing only gays 
with this configuration. Some gay couples have had child- 
ren through artificial insemination and psychologically 
surrogate pregnancies.) The non-lesbian with this con- 
struction will have an-abortion for the same reason. 
Without modern medical techniques, many of these women 
would die and did indeed die in the past. The fear is not 
illogical. 


2. Moon in Scorpio also equates dependence and help- 
lessness with death. When he cried to be fed and no food 
came, the child fearedstarvation. The subconscious mes- 
sage is "Take care of yourself, trust no one" (...over 
thirty, remember?). The fear of starvation coupled with 
the growing world population is another motive for seeking 
sterile relationships to forestall global starvation. 
However, mother nature can be single-minded and vicious. 
The more one fears death and dying, the ater the sexual 
vege to prevent the race dying out. e population of 
India grows because there is rampant hunger, not the other 
way around. People who fear hunger are more sexuall 
stimulated. The casual multiple partner, the seeummitlee, 
superficially sexual lifestyle is a way of avoiding real 
or imagined emotional dependency. Sex alleviates the fear 
of hunger. Sex replaces for otherkinds of sustenance just 
as it does during wars when rape is commonplace. No matter 
how emotionally complicated homosexuality may be, it could 
well be a logical adaption to two very real fears: person- 
aldeath, and the death of the humanrace. The dilemma is 
not solved. It merely shifts. Homosexuality prevents the 
continuation of the race. Heterosexuality prevents person— 
al survival. 


The issue of the morality of homosexuality has little 
to do with homosexuality itself. It will be banned where 
there is a need for population growth. It will be toler- 
ated, even encouraged, where there is overpopulation. 


Whether Moon in Scorpio square Pluto develops into 
homosexuality will depend on house positions, circumstance 
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and social tolerance. In Victorian times a woman would 
have been forced to undergo childbirth and possible death. 
Today she has a choice. A man in prison or otherwise 
constrained to the exclusive company of men will incline 
towards men after awhile. Two other factors enter into 
homosexuality: a strong Venus, an overwhelming need for a 
partner; anda strong Uranus, a taste for the unusual, the 
uncommitted, and the socially unacceptable. 


To say that homosexuality is inborn or simply a 
matter of choice is to argue fate and free will. The 
effort to unlock the resistance illustrated by Moon in 
Scorpio square Pluto would take so much therapy, time, and 
determination, that it is far easier to adapt more simply, 
ice., homosexuality, particularly if everything else in 
the life is goin weal If this configuration is tied to 
too many other things in a destructive way by house posi- 
tion and rulerships, the problem will be to combat man's 
most fundamental fear: the fear of death. 


# # # 
She 


Figure 1: 
Natal Chart: 22:00 UT 29th September 1948, 
35N37 139E40. 
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IS ALL 
CONTAINED 
WITHIN THE NATAL HOROSCOPE? 


KEN GILLMAN 


PERHAPS THE SINGLE most important premise in astrology is 
that "all is contained within‘ths natal horoscope": if the 
moment and place of birth are known, allthat isneededto 
foretell the native's life is then available. 


Does this still hold true if a person moves far away 
from the birthplace? Should we then continue to use the 
natal horoscope basedon the place of birth, perhaps many 
miles away from where most of the life may be lived, or 
should the astrologer instead base all predictive work 
subsequent to the move on a relocated chart? 


In recent years there has been an increasing tendency 
to relocate the birthchart--to calculate the horoscope for 
the moment of birth but at the location where the person 
resides rather than where he or she was born. All transits 
and progressions are then refered to the angles, the MC/IC 
and AS/DS cross, of this relocated chart; aspects to the 
natal angles, the mundane cross at the birthplace, are 
often given secondary importance or, in some extreme 
cases, ignored entirely. 


Rather than theorize as to the benefits or otherwise 
of relocating the birthchart, let us examine an example of 
a particular horascope that, at the birth location, clear- 
ly predicted a specific event at a particular time in 
life. The native, however, left the birth locality more 
than thirty years before the expected timing of this 
event, to live several thousands of miles distant, ona 
different continent. 


Tony, an extraordinarily talented professional artist 
and a delightful man, was born in the city of Yokahama in 
Japan (139E40 35N37) at the reported time of 07:00 JST on 
30th September 1948 (22:00 UT 29th September 1948). His 
natalhoroscope is shown opposite, in Figure 1. 
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Figure 2: 
irthchart relocated to Culver City, California: 
22:00 UT 29th September 1948,34N00 118W15 


1248 


At the moment of Tony's birth all of the planets were 
contained within the bowl to the east of the Jupiter- 
Uranus wide opposition at the III-IX cusps. 23°24! Libra 
rises and the Sun in early Libra is conjunct Neptune in 
XII. Venus is conjunct the Moon in Leo, and this pair form 
a wide conjunction with Pluto on one side and Saturn on 
the other; they also trine Jupiter and square Mars. 


The clear prediction mentioned earlier involves the 
birth position of natal Saturn at the midpoint of the Sun 
and the Midheaven, 35° from each. 


Around the age of thirty-five, specifically when 
would depend on the symbolic rate the astrologer uses to 
progress the angle, the Midheaven will come by progression 
to the position of natal Saturn. Around the same time, the 
Sun, by converse secondary progression, a day prior to 
birth corresponding to each year thereafter, will arrive 
at this same position. Hence at this time, around the age 
of thirty-five, Tony would be expected to experience the 
effect of a progressed Sun-Midheaven conjunction at the 
location of his natal Saturn, 
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This same point is also close to the midpoint of 
natal Mercury/Uranus, at 1° 20! Virgo. 


An astrologer's prediction of what would result in 
Tony's life from this double conjunction occuring at his 
weakest, most sensitive point, at natal Saturn, would, of 
course, depend on the other aspects occurring simultan- 
eously. 


At that same age converse Mars and progressed Mercury 
are conjunct in Libra... on the degree of the natal Ascen— 
dant. 


But whenhe was three years old, Tony's parents took 
him with them to live many thousands of miles away from 
Yokahama, to the USA. From 1951 onwards Tony lived in 
California, in the Los Angeles area. He never thereafter 
returned to Japan. 


Figure 2 is Tony's birthchart relocated to Culver 
City (118W15 34N00) where he lived and had his studio. The 
Midheaven is now 12°46! Scorpio, close to natal Mars, 
which proximity could explain a love for fast motor cy- 
cles, and the relocated Ascendant is 23°05! Capricorn. 


On the face of it, the astrologer who follows reloca- 
tion methodology might consider that the destructive for- 
ces attacking the natal angles have been minimized by this 
move to California. 


At 22:30 PDT on 22nd July 1984 (05:30 UT 23rd July 
1984) at 120W26 34N57 Tony was killed instantaneously when 
he crashed his motor cycle into a bridge. Eyewitnesses say 
that the road surface was wet from rain and that Tony must 
have momentarily fallen asleep on the speeding vehicle. He 
was aged 35.81639 years at this moment. 


TRANSITS 
Figure 3 is the chart for that moment and location. 


Comparison of this event chart with the natal horo- 
scope (Figure 1) shows transit Mars at 18°22' Scorpio had 
recently passed over its natal position of 17°49' Scorpio, 
a return Mars had made previously seventeen times, once 
every back? ieee during Tony's earlier life. This transit 
alone could not be expected to have been the trigger to 
this accident. Natal Jupiter is close to the Midheaven of 
this death chart, orb 1°42', but this transit occurs daily 
and certainly occurred on each previous occasion that 
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Figure 3: 


Moment of Death: 
05:30 UL 23rd July 1984, 34N57 120W26. 


Figure 4: 


Moment of death at birth location: 
05:30 UT 23rd July 1984: 35N37 139E40. 
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Figure 5: 
Birth relocated to place of death 
22:00 UT 29th September 1948 
34N57 120W26 


transit Mars made its return to its natal position. Hence 
the combination of the Jupiter degree at the MC when 
transit Mars is conjunct natal Mars cannot be considered 
to be a killer combination. Nevertheless, at the time of 
his death, Tony was being influenced by the Jupiter cul- 
mination and the Mars return: he was sufficiently confi- 
dent and sure of himself to be riding his powerful motor 
cycle fast at night through rain. 


The previous solar eclipse, on 30th May, fell at 9° 
Gemini. the event Uranus at 9°48! Sagittarius is opposing 
this eclipse point. The importance of this opposition 
becomes apparent when we note that the natal (birthplace) 
AS/MC midpoint is 9°49! Virgo, just 1'away from an exact 
square of transit Uranus. Now the coincidental Mars return 
assumes a new importance. 


Figure 4 is the event chart relocated to 139E40 
35N37, the birth location. Figure 5 is the birth chart at 
the event locality. 
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The Midheaven in Figure 5, 10°33! Scorpio, close to 
the natal Mercury/Mars midpoint at 9°57' Scorpio, is being 
transited by Saturn at 9°47! Scorpio. 


The relocated AS/MC midpoint, at 15°20! Sagittarius, 
cannot really be related to the May eclipse. 


PROGRESSIONS 


At his death Tony was aged 35.81639 years. In terms 
of days per year, this corresponds to 35 days 19 hours 35 
minutes 36 seconds after the moment of his birth. Hence 
the positions of the secondary progressed planets have 
been computed for this time after birth, for 17:35:36 UT 
on 4th November 1948. The angles for this secondary chart 
are for 0.81639 of the distance bet ween the angles at the 
birth moment on the 35thday after birth, on 3rd November 
1948, and those twenty-fourhours later on 4th November 
1948.[*1] Figure 6 illustrates this progressed chart. It 
is cast for the birth location. 


Progressed Midheaven at 1°31' Virgo is conjunct natal 
Saturn at 1°15' Virgo (orb 16'). It is also close to the 
natal midpoints of Sun/MC at 1°26' Virgo (orb 5') and 
Mercury/Uranus at 1°20! Virgo (orb 11!) 


Progressed Mercury at 23°31! Libra is conjunct the 
natal Ascendant at 23°24' Libra (orb7'). 


The progressed AS/MC midpoint at 11°52! Libra is 
close to natal Neptune at 12°31' Libra (orb 39'). 


As Tony was living in Yokahama throughout November 
1948, we have strong logical problems about relocating 
this progressed chart to either Culver City, his residence 
thirty-five years later, or to his death location. How- 
ever, for the information of those whose approach in this 
matter differs from our own, and also because we continue 
to suspect that astrology has its own form of logic, the 
relocated angles are: MC 14°44! Sagittarius; AS 4°48! 


[*1] The method used here is primary direction of angles and 
secondary direction of planets. Use of true secondary prog- 
ression of the angles would require any aspect of a prog- 
ressed angle to become exact during the 24 hours of the 
progressed birth day. The alternative method of progressing 
the MC by the progressed solar arc, does not necessarily 
provide identical progressed angles. 
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Figure 6: it 
Tony's Secondary Progressed chart to his death: 
17:35:36 UT 4th November i ia 35N37 139E40. 


3 
| & 
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Pisces; VX 18°52! Virgo. 


Despite our logical misgivings, we do note that the 
progressed Ascendant at the event location, 4°48! Pisces, 
closely opposes progressed Saturn, 4°37! Virgo (orb 11'), 
and that the relocated progressed Midheaven, 14°44! Sagit- 
tarius, is close to progressed Mars, 13°26! Sagittarius, 
(orb 1°18"). 


Figure 7 is the converse secondary chart. Planets 
were calculated for 35 days 19 hours 35 minutes 36 sec- 
onds prior to the birth, at 02:24:24 UT 25th August 1948. 
Angles were interpolated as 0.81639 of the arc distance 
between those at 22:00 UT on 25th August and those at the 
birth moment twenty-four hours earlier on 24th August. 
(The relocated converse angles are: MC 3°05'Libra; AS 
16°53' Sagittarius; VX 1°37! Leo.) 


Converse Sun at 1°48! Virgo is 33' away from natal 
Saturn at 1°15! Virgo, 17' away from the progressed Mid- 
heavenat 1°31! Virgo, 22' away from the natal midpoint of 
Sun/MC at 1°26! Virgo, and 28! from the natal Mercury/Ur- 
anus midpoint at 1°20! Virgo. 
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Figure 7: 
Tony's Secondary Converse Chart for his Death: 
02:24:24 UT, 25th August 1948, 35N37 139E40 


Converse Mars at 23°51! Libra is 27! away from the 
natal Ascendant at 23°24! Libra, and 20! from progressed 
Mercury at 23°31! Libra. 


Converse Midheaven at 23°31' Gemini is exactly trine 
progressed Mercury, 23°31! Libra, 


Relating the converse secondary chart to the chart of 
the event (Figure 3), we note converse MC opposite event 
MC (orb 15'), converse Saturn conjunct event Mercury (orb 
oy and converse Uranus opposite event Neptune (orb 


The relocated angles give two aspects: converse Mid- 
heaven at 3°05! Libra is conjunct progressed Venus at4°09! 
Libra (orb 1°04'), and converse Vertex at 1°37! Leo is 
conjunct event Sun at 0°33! Leo (orb 1°04"), Neither of 
these aspects appears meaningful. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


Table 1 is an attempt to summarize this mass of 
information, comparing the effect of relocation against 
what can be found by using only the natal birthplace chart 
and progressions to it. 


Our conclusion is that Tony's physical removal to 
live ina location many miles away fromhis birthplace did 
not in any way alleviate or cancel out the effect of the 
major progressed or converse secondaries that involved his 
natal (birthplace) angles. The key aspects at Tony's death 
were MCp conjunct SUc conjunct SAr conjunct ME/URr con- 
junct SU/MCr, and MAc conjunct MEp conjunct ASr. These set 
the stage and were triggered by the May eclipse and exact- 
ly timed by transit Uranus, both aspecting the sensitive 
natalMC/ASmidpoint. 


Obviously one cannot ignore progressed Saturn oppo- 
site the relocated progressed Ascendant and event Saturn 
at the relocated natal Midheaven, but these are surely 
less meaningful than the aspects involving natal angles. 


No single example can provide sufficient evidence to 
confirm or reject the use of relocation charts.. However, 
this particular example does emphasize that the effectof 
the natal chart, whichincludes the birthplace angles and 
their progressions, is not removed nor is it reduced by 
any physical removal of the native away from the birth 
location. The single most important premise in astrology, 
that "all is contained within the natal horoscope", has 
certainly not been disproven by this single emecit . 


One could easily be tempted to "rectify" Tony's chart 
to make the progressed and converse secondary aspects more 
exact. Todo so could, however, be amistake. The twosets 
of secondaries, the progressed and the converse, set up an 
event. When it should happen, when it will actually hap- 
pen, is defined by the transits. Transists themselves, no 
matter how bad, cando little that is harmful unless there 
are current secondaries that have already set up a hurtful 
event. 


We believe aspects to and from relocated secondary 
angles resemble transists, as alone they do little that is 
really life-changing. They add color, not blood. 


In the event chart (Figure 3) Mars had returned to 
its natal position. It did so positioned between transit 
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Table 1: 
SUMMARY OF ASPECTS 


INVOLVING BIRTHPLACE AND RELOCATED ANGLES 


Birthplace Angles Relocated Angles 
1. Transits 
May Eclipse 0°-AS/MCr F 
event Uranus 90°-AS/MCr-1' [*2] 3 
event Saturn e 0°-MCr-46' 


2. Progressed Secondaries to Natal 


natal Saturn ° 0°- MCp -16! : 

prog Mercury 0°- ASr - 7! . 

natal Neptune 0°-AS/MCp-39' . 

prog Saturn . 180° -ASp~ 1" 
prog Mars . . 0° -MCp-1 91g! 


3. Converse Secondaries to Natal 

converse Sun 08 -SU/MCr-22" ‘ 

converse Mars 0°- ASr -27! . a 
4. Secondary to Event 


event Midheaven 180°- MCc -15' . 


. 


5. Converse to Progressed 


progressed Venus . 0°-MCc-1°41! * 
converse Sun 0°- MCp -17' z 
prog Mercury 120°- MCc - 0° 


[*2] Reads as “aspect- angle aspected-orb", hence event Uranus is 
square (90°) the natal Ascendant/Midheaven midpoint, with a 
0°Ol'orb. : 
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ing Saturn (square transit Venus) and transiting Uranus 
(opposite the May eclipse). Mars opposed transit Moon. 
Transit Mars returns to its natal position once every two 
years, but at no other time in Tony's life did it do so 
with the progressed and converse angles and bodies so 
primed to bring about this major event, his death. 


There's not too much, really nothing at all, that 
anyone could have done to stop this happening to Tony at 
this precise moment. This was his moment. Yes, it could 
have been predicted long ago... but what would have been 
the point? 

TONY'S SEPTENARY 

In September 1983, on his thirty-fifth birthday, Tony 
entered into his Saturn septenary (see Table 2). As ex- 
plained in Considerations Volume I Number 1, that initial 
year of his Saturn year-week can be interpreted as prog- 
ressed Satur conjunct natal Ascendant. 


Table 2: TONY'S SEPTENARY TABLE 


MMMM 
/ / 


/ Planet stimulated by Septenary Ruler / 
/ / 
/ Septenary 4 
7 Ruler ME SU SA MO VE JU MA / 
/ / 
TIITITTITATATAAAAAA TAAATAA T AAA ATAAAAT 
/ / 
/ Mercury 4s* 49 50 51 52 53 54 / 
/ Mars 56 57 58 59 60 61 55* / 
/ Jupiter 64 65 66 67 68 62* 63 / 
/ Venus 72 #73 74.75 69* 70 71 / 
/ Moon 80 81 82 76* 77 78.79 / 
/ Saturn 88 89 83* 84 85 86 87 / 
/ Sun 96 90* 91 92 93 94 95 / 
/ / 
7 etcetera / 
/ / 
TILITTATATAT AAT AAT AAT AAA AA TAA AAA AA TAA TT 


* Years which initiate a septet of years, and in which the 
appropriate septenary ruler is directed to rise in the east. 


27 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Given the natal position of Saturn at the midpoint of 
SU/MC (emphasized by the progressed direct and converse 
aspects to this point) and Saturn's rulership of the IC, 
this Septenary indicator does appear to be appropriate. 


## # 


BOOKS CONSIDERED: 
BIRD MAPS 


Robin Baker.Bird Navigation: the Solutionof a Mystery? 
256 pages. New York: Holmes & Meier, 1984. 


PLANETS AND BIRDS mayseemunrelated; it wasnot so to our 
early colleagues, for whom Jupiter wasa lusty swan and 
Mercury a thieving jay before being consigned to their 
chilly crystal spheres. Bothstars and animals were divine 
and passionate, their movements equally important. Augurs 
stood facing the ritually correct point and read the 
birds: magpies were fortunate if appearing in the west, 
woodpeckers if in the east. 


Not that Robin Baker would expect to be mentioned in 
an astrology magazine. Yet in many ways modern urban 
astrologers resemble the ancient augurs less than do Baker 
and his fellow zoologists. They, at least, might tell the 
magpie from the woodpecker. Of course the motivation is 
different: in the 20th century we are trying to find out 
how birds situate themselves in time and space. Only that. 


Consider the problem of animal navigation. 


Any camper, or anyone who has explored a strange city 
from a hotel room, knows this problem. The best way to 
explore, whether for food, shelter or fun, is to move in 
ever-widening circles, missing as little terrain but going 
as far afield as possible. When legs begin to hurt with 
fatigue, however, one wants to return to home base in a 
straight line: retracing the entire day's steps is ruled 
out, so one may have to take an unknownroute, One then 
has to know the right direction. 
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How animals do this, and the more spectacular ques- 
tion of how birds migrate over hundreds or thousands 
ofmiles, has puzzled naturalists for a long time. The 
solution--"solutions" would be more exact, since this 
mystery has a composite explanation with many gaps left to 
close--is being pieced together in our lifetimes. Fortun- 
ately, Robin Baker is both a great pioneer in this field 
and a genius in the art of the scientific review book. He 
is always clear and enlightening. 


But then, evena dull author would win my heart with 
such material. In what other specialty is one likely to 
know that David Lewis took his'catamaran from Tahiti to 
New Zealand without instruments by the zenith star system; 
that Romans used barn swallows to broadcast the colours of 
the latest chariot race winners; that clouds reflect the 
hues of the sea-water far beyond the horizon; and that 
moths who burn themselves on candle-flames are seeking the 
Moon? 


These are not trivia: all are clues that help us ask 
the right questions about bird navigation. 


The answers we are getting should arouse at least the 
curiosity, if not the enthusiasm, of astrologers. For it 
is becoming ever more apparent that all animals orient 
themselves by means of two faculties (among others) that 
have long been postulated in discussions of how astrology 
might work. One is an inner clock--or maybe two inner 
clocks, solar and lunar. The other is a magnetic sense. 


Unfortunately, much of the theorizing that went on in 
the astrology boom of the mid-1960s was slipshod and 
easily dismissed--remember the era of New Maps of Con- 
sciousness and our all-too-Neptunian efforts in the origi- 
nal series of Correlation? Since thenastrology has taken 
different directions, humanistic on one side, Hattootediy 
statistical on the other, and the wonderful challenge of 
an all-encompassing theory has been forgotten. 


Just at the wrong time, it now appears. It was not 
until 1968 that researchers stopped blasting birds with 
excessively strong magnetic fields--ensuring consistently 
negative results--and tried to nudge their orientation 
with fields as weak as the Earth's. They were successful. 
It was not until the mid-1970s that mud-dwelling bacteria 
were found orienting themselves according to the ambient 
magnetic field, and then found to contain magnetite. Mag- 
netoreception at once becamea fact of life witha capital 
L. Finally it was not until the late 1970s and early 80s 
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that Baker himself began proposing the essential similari- 
ty of orientation in all species--mankind included--diff- 
erences being adjustments to the different levels of acui- 
ty among different species for the various senses. 


Now the magnetic sense is not the only one dealt with 
in Bird Navigation. There are many ways to find one's way, 
some of them redundant; birds, like aviators, need backup 
systems. There are visual landmarks and smells, of course. 
And sound: some birds are so sensitive to very low fre- 
quencies that they might just be able to hear the wind 
buffeting the Rockies fromhundreds of miles away (could 
this be why birds fall silent before earthquakes?) There 
is the ability to see polarized light, particularly the 
band of polarized light which describes a great circle on 
the celestial sphere, with the Sun at its pole. White- 
throat sparrows show a marked reaction to this band at 
sunset, when it coincides with the local meridian. The 
white-throat's simple, noble song at this hour has always 
struckme deeply: done it celebrate the lighting-up of the 
Midheaven? 


Most other mechanisms depend in one way or another on 
the first two I mentioned. There is much evidence for 
navigation by the Sun and by the Moon, but both require 
information from some sort of clock. As might be expected, 
changing a bird's light schedule by, say, six hours causes 
it to mistake the Sun's or Moon's position by about 90 


degrees. 


Navigation by stars depends on the magnetic sense in 
some species at least. Clever tests inside planetariums 
have shown that birds learn to recognize simple star 
patterns around the Pole Star [*1]. The advantage of this 
method is that it is independent of any clock, but how 
does the bird learn it in the first place? In different 
ways: European robins and garden warblers seem to check 
their star maps against magnetic north (their reaction to 
the stars can be modified temporarily by magnetic tam- 
pering); indigo buntings, however, seem only to look atthe 
stars and find the part of the sky which rotates least 
(some were trained to "recognize" Betelgeuse as their Pole 


[*1] The same trick can be used to good effect by any astrologer 
who, like this reviewer, is woefully bad at recognizing 
constellations. Oneonlyhasto know thatthetwo pointers 
to the Pole Starinthe Great BeararelocatedatRAI11h.; 
everything else gradually falls into place. 
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Star by being raised under a lopsided planetariumsky). 


Beside the question of where to migrate is the matter 
of knowing the right time to depart. Birds kept in artifi- 
cial conditions want to go in the appropriate direction, 
northwards or southwards, at the appropriate time of the 
year even when deprived of obvious clues like temperature 
and duration of sunlight. This implies the existence of a 
third, "circannual" clock alongside the other inner time- 
keepers. 


Which brings us back to astrology. Day-for-a-year 
rates surely imply the presence in each human being of a 
diurnal and an annual clock. Since it appears from the 
behaviour of birds that a lunar clock also exists, one may 
venture to predict that meaningful progressions or direc- 
tions can be found at the rate of one mean lunar day (24 
h. 50 m. 28 s.) per tropical year. 


The study of animal orientation, however, has even 
more interesting implications. One can mention three di- 
rections they suggest: models of "horoscopic effect"; 
practical (and possibly testable) methods to enhance or 
attenuate astrological phenomena; and the search for the 
origin of astrology. 


Models to explain astrological phenomena in gross 
hysical terms have been proposed from time to time; these 
involve combining what we know about the effects of elec- 
tromagnetic fields on terrestrial life with what we know 
about planetary modulations of the Earth's local fields. 
These have never been satisfying, but to my knowledge none 
has drawn on all the information we have acquired over the 
past fifteen years in both the biological and astronomical 
darains. 


I hasten to add, for the benefit of those who fear 
lest science denature our art, that such "explanation" 
would naturally deal with the external side of things. 
Electromagnetic forces could only explain human acts in 
the way that, say, economic forces explain crime. It seems 
an unfortunate manifestation of insecurity, on our part, 
to turn our backs on this line of speculation. There is no 
evidence that it would harm paid Bo just as there are 
no signs that the science of musica! physics founded by 
Pythagoras ever harmed music. 


"But I am only interested in counselling," you may 
say. Well, Bird Navigation has some tricks to suggest that 
might serve your clients. Baker has established in a 
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series of tests that humans possess a magnetic directional 
sense just like the birds'. Blindfold them and spin them 
on a chair, and a significant number of them will still be 
able to.point (roughly) north. Repeat the session witha 
bar magnet attached to their heads, and your subjects will 
become as confused as pigeons under aimiilas circumstances. 


Here is pay dirt. Baker and his colleagues have been 
able to determine some of the factors that enhance this 
magnetic sensitivity, or obstruct it entirely. People who 
wear cotton are better orienters than those who wear 
synthetics (modern fabrics build up too much electrostatic 
charge). People who sleep with their heads pointing south 
do much better than anyone else. 


Now if this magnetic directional sense is the same 
one that makes us feel what the planets are doing, albeit 
unknowingly, we have a way to deal with it. Do you and 
your client agree that next week's transits ought to be 
enjoyed to the utmost, or that they present a threat 
requiring great awareness? Tell him to wear cotton and 
sleep head southward. Do the transits indicate some dis— 
traction your client wishes to ignore? Polyester and east- 
west sleeping are recommended. Funny as it sounds, I can't 
help thinking that Culpepper would Lave approved. Even 
Geoffrey Dean might approve: maybe his statistics are 
wrecked by east-west sleepers. 


As for the beginning of astronomy and astrology, it 
now appears to predate the human race. Birds can recognize 
star groups. They probably feel certain inner drives when 
certain cosimc conditions pertain. It isnot outrageous to 
speculate that more complex animals will have become still 
more aware of the cosmic climate. 


On the otherhandastrology could represent a loss of 
sensitivity rather than a gain. If anes waited patiently 
for a bird to tell them something, if Chaldeans stayed up 
to spy on the planets, it may be that they had come to 
need birds and plarets for reports on a world they were 
now too civilized to touch. Like us. 

--A.H. 


Llewellyn's 1986 Daily Planetary Guide 
& Astrologer's Datebook. 
176 pages. St Paul, MN: Llewellyn Books, 1985. 


HERE IS A PLETHORA of handy items for both the astrologer 
and the well-informed user of astrology. The list in- 
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cludes: standard descriptions of the signs, dates of the 
eclipses and other celestial phenomena, a great time zone 
conversion chart, a daily datebook showing the transiting 
aspects with both East Coast and West Coast times, the 
position of the Moon each day, an ephemeris for 1986, and 
a sunrise and sunset time chart. this is a handy guide to 
carry in one's briefcase, and an excellent place to record 
the happenings of one's own life. 
--William A. Ryan 


WHEN THERE WAS NO USE OF BOOKS 


FOR THE GOTHS, both old and 
young, have a Staff, marked 
with the Characters of the 
Goths, so engraven, that it 
may be seen by what instru- 
ments, inoldtime, when there 
was no use of Books, they knew 
by infallible Events the in- 
fluences of the Moon, Sun, and 
the other Stars... Nor did 
they use other Books in the 
manifold Revolution of Times, 
for the Interpretation of the 
Stars. Moreover, Fathers in- 
struct their Lay-Sons, and 
Mothers their daughters,... 
For by an old Custome of the 
Nation, the Laicks [lay- 
persons] lean upon these 
Stakes, in long Journeys they 
take to visit Countrey- 
Churches; andso meeting to- . 
gether, by alleaging certain 
Reasons, they shew the quali- 
ties of the following year, by 
more conjectures, than perchance others can by their spec- 
ulative sciences, or that rely on their jugling Prognosti- 
cations. 


Moreover, they wonderfully observe the Artick Pole, 
as the Gnomen of the whole Heavenly Dial; also the Bears, 
or Wains, Venus's Distaff and Spindle, as familiar Signs 
of their Antient Deity; and by looking into the Nature of 
them, they wonderfully provide for Accidents that shall 
happen. --Olaus Magnus, Historia de Gentibus 

Septentrionalibus (1555). 
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Stephen Arroyo. The Practice and Profession of Astrology: 
Rebuilding Our Lost Connection with the Cosmos. 
190 pages. Reno: CRCS Publications, 1984. 


ARROYO'S NEWEST book is a collection of lecturesdelivered 
at home and abroad. AsI began to read, the thought struck 
me that NOW is the time to awaken to the painful reality 
which surrounds astrology and all of the "occult arts": 
tarot, I Ching, etc. This text is so personally revealing 
(a therapy in itself) that it may hurt to face that part 
of ourselves which it tries to examine. 


Arroyo identifies some of the et self-perpetuated 
illusions which must be shaken of f: only through coopera- 
tion and responsible action will this be possible. 


A vital issue dealt with in this book is the absolute 
necessity, for anyone offering himself. to the field of 
astrological psychology, tomaster the appropriate coun- 
selling techniques. Only these tools will enable the as- 
trological counsellor to listen to, then to direct, his 


client. 
--Naomi Seedberg Boughton 


* * * 


Betty Lundsted. Planetary Cycles: Astrological Indicators 
of Crisis and Change. 171 pages. York Beach, Maine: 
Samuel Weiser, 1984. 


LUNDSTED first covers the planetary cycles and how they 
work; she then moves on in a second part of her book to 
deal with crisis years, their ages and stages. Her writing 
is clear and will serve as a fine tool, especially for 
students just approaching the question of life cycles. In 
a third section she takes the reader through a counselling 
session based on her techniques. This book fills a conspi- 
cuous gap in astrological literature. 


I would have liked to read more about the methods 
Lundsted applies inher own practice. Are certain tech- 
niques more or less effective depending on, say, where the 
client is in his Saturn cycle? Only here did I feel that 
something was missing. 


--Naani Seedberg Boughton 
# # # 
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CO-RULERS 


I: BLOOD ALL OVER THE PLACE 


MARS AND NEPTUNE 


AXEL HARVEY 


J'aurais ete soldat si je n'etais poete. 
--Victor Hugo, Odes. (*1] 


A JOLLY MOHAWK GIRL--not pretty by the common standard but 
attractive because of her smile (Jupiter trine Venus, 
Ascendant sextile both), her stoutness promising the solid 
assurance of March women (Sun in Pisces elevated above the 
other bodies at birth)--waits in the ladies! room of the 
village bar and grill. The next French-Canadian girl who 
walks in will have her face and body repaired in hospital. 
The Mohawk girl is very good with knives. 


The factscan be lookedat without moral preconcep- 
tions. After all, New France and the Six Nations have been 
at war for 300 years; white girls have been poaching on 
native turf; and there is liquor. Without liquor this 
Mohawk girl could not use her knives at all; but when 
booze swells upher Neptune, her martial skills return. 


Natal Neptune squares the Sun-Moon midpoint and re- 
ceives a sextile from Mars. Here is one kind of Piscean 
harmony, though of course it is not "moral harmony." 


[*1] "I would have beena soldier had I not been a poet." Book 
5, Ode 9, dated 1823. Hugo had Venus, Pluto, Sun, North 
Node and Mercury in Pisces; Neptune was the first planet to 
rise in his chart. His poetry is full of drums and guns, 
and he was deeply fond of the worldandthe flesh. 
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Throughout my astrological career I have encountered 
violent Pisceans, including a convicted murderer and seve- 
ral young men who would erupt at parties, requiring a 
roomful of men to restrain them. Other signs have quar- 
rels; Pisceans, when their hearts are in it, smear the 
walls crimson. I tried to reconcile what Isaw with what I 
read in the textbooks. If Pisces is the sign of devotion 
and otherworldliness, I reasoned, then Pisceans are not 
attached to life; therefore they do not feardeath; there- 
fore, when violent, they are extremely dangerous. 


A partial answer. Someone is not prone to violence 
simply because he nobly despises death; nor, if goaded, 
willhe necessarily use excessive force. Gandhi (who had 
nothing in tropical Pisces, and whose Mars and Neptune 
were inconjunct within 2') certainly faced death with as 
much equanimity as any Piscean hero. 


Here was a minor crisis. For years I lived with two 
models of Pisces: the real-life one I shared with my naive 
friends, who knew Sun-signs but never read any astrologi- 
cal textbooks; and the one Isubscribed to as amember of 
the team. 


The latter Pisces is the "symbol of Christ" and its 
natives are "the wistful Cinderellas of the zodiac...com- 
passionate...spiritualistic." [*2] Indeed they are "self- 
repressive, passive, emotional...cannot bear to witness 
suffering" and are unfit for occupations demanding will- 
power. [*3] 


In all fairness, many astrological writershave given 
us better sketches of the Piscean, and the masters quoted 
here would never sound so silly when they got down to the 
concrete interpretation of a horoscope. Writers who stress 
such keywords as "poetic", "Quixotic" and "dedicated to a 
cause" are closer to the truth; but even the best descrip- 
tions of the Pisces life-stance require much filling in 
between the lines before they resemble facts. 


[*2] Marcia Moore and Mark Douglas. Astrology, the Divine 
Science. York Harbor: Arcane Publications, 1978, 29, 174- 
175. 


[*3] Jeff Mayo. Teach Yourself Astrology. London: English Uni- 
versities Press, 1964, 70-71. 
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No better solution to the quandary has turned up than 
Giliman's proposal [*4] to realign the rulers of the 
Zodiac according to the pre-Julian Roman months, beginning 
with Mars-March. This scheme makes the inner bodies Venus, 
Mercury, Moonand Sun rule the Spring and Summer signs, 
and the outer bodies Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, rule those 
of Fall and Winter. Isee no reason to change the modern 
rulerships of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, as these are 
outside the traditional system. 


The rulers, then, are: 


Sun... +» Cancer 
Gemini... . » Moon 
Taurus... +. Mercury... + «Leo 
Aries... ++ -Venus... +. Virgo 
Pisces (with tune) ...Mars... .. Libra 
Aquarius (with )...Jupiter (with Pluto)...Scorpio 
Capricorn... ++ .Saturn... +. Sagittarius 


Mars and Neptune are thusco-rulers, and any aspect con- 
necting the two is particularly effective, as is either 
body by itself when actually situated in Pisces. 


As for the last point, witness the utterly liberated 
Piscean Mars of these natives: Machiavelli, Casanova, John 
Brown, Amy Lowell, Pancho Villa, Stavros Niarchos, Mike 
Todd, Allen Ginsburg and Jane Fonda--all people who know 
what they want, take the right steps to get it, and damn 
the consequences. 


Again, the evaluation of this position should be made 
without moral preconceptions. Mars-Pisces combinations can 
be malefic for the world at large (i.e., for me and for 
other people who don't have it) while being admirable 
channels of power and expression for their owners. 


{*4] Considerations II 4, August1985, 3-26. Although the pla- 
cing of the planetary rulerships in relationship to the 
equinoxes and solstices is to be credited to Gillman, I do 
not believe--as he appears to--that the modern tropical 
signs are out of phase by 30 degrees, and that "Pisces" is 
aninconvenient mislabel for Aries, etc. Onthecontrary,I 
thinkthatthesystem of astrologicalsymbols works bestif 
the tropical signs stay put while their rulers move to the 
places assigned by Gillman. 
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Mars-Neptune aspects provide a similarly efficient 
outlet for the native's vigour, but there is a difference. 
While Mars in Pisces imparts a certain truculent let-it- 
all-hang-outness, Mars-Neptune contacts are more discip- 
lined and have more to do with the devotion and self- 
denial usually associated with Pisces. This particular 
discipline, however, has none of Saturn's coldness: it is 
all in the service of heat. It is the discipline of a 
Richard Strauss (Mars conjunct Neptune, orb 2°25!) whose 
work appears overly smooth and intellectual to some, but 
who tried all modes of emotion from the maudlin to the 
heroic. 


Strauss has been called a romantic born too late. 
Romanticism is Mars-Neptune in a nutshell, and artists 
born under the influence of this pair, evenif toosoon to 
be properly calledromantics (ooushs as Michelangelo, trine 
with orb 3° 5') have worked in the sort of passionate, 
half-ambitious, half-sentimental style we have come to 
think of as "romantic." 


A look at artists and musicians is revealing. Who has 
the aspect? Van Gogh (conjunction, 3°07'), Prokofiev (con- 
junction, 2°53'), Erik Satie (conjunction, 1°42'), Sibe- 
lius (trine, 0°47'), Alban Berg Caco, less than 1°), 
Carl Orff (sextile, less than 2°), the dancer Nijinsky 
(opposition, 2°34'), Wilhelm Furtwangler (trine, 2°26"), 
and Leonard Bernstein (square, 2°34'). Visual artists seem 
under-represented. 


Who does not have the aspect? Mondrian, whose pain- 
tings consist of neatly constructed rectangles. John Cage, 
the experimental composer. Bachand Mozart, whose most 
forcefal passages are inspired by their religion or philo- 
sophy rather than by their passion. Finally we must note-- 
since he is in one of Rodden's collections--the bandleader 
Laurence Welk. 


Iam obliged to mention Beethoven, whom one would 
expect to turn up with a Mars-Neptune aspect but who fails 
to do so. [*5] 


[*5] It is perhaps worthwhile to note that Bach had Mars in 
Sagittarius and Neptune in Pisces (arc 82° 6'), while 
Beethoven had Mars in Gemini and Neptune in Virgo (arc 
81°18"), The cellist Pablo Casals, famous for his interpre- 
tations of Bach, had double this arc (162°47') with Saturn 
on Bach's Neptune. 
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All manners of poetry are represented: Baudelaire 
(square, 2°47'), Verlaine (square, 4°20'), Yeats (trine, 
1°41'), Ezra Pound (square, 0°47'), e. e. cummings (semi- 
square, 0°57'), Allen Ginsburg (trine, 0°26'). I should 
add a lesser American poet, Wendell Berry (sextile, 
3°11"), whose recent book of essays Standing By Words [*6] 
proposes poetry as the model of honesty and social harmo- 
ny, not just as a clever occupation. Berry's position is 
precisely that of the dedicated, fighting poet: it is 
reminiscent of Victor Hugo and Pound in their saner poli- 
tical involvements. 


Blood was promised; we dre discussing poetry. Is 
there any connection? Most certainly: poet and warrior 
have been closely related since Homer's time. At their 
best, great soldiers are 5 sr ls gl who inspire 
the joyful sacrifice of their inferiors. Napoleon, that 
most skillful of image-makers, had a large measure of this 
talent (conjunction, 3°22"). 


Others who had it ina greater or lesser degree were 
Wellington (sextile, 0°20'), Wilhelm II (conjunction, 
3°52', near MC), Ludendorff (square, less than 4°), Ernst 
Roehm (trine, 2°56!), Goering (sextile, 1907'), Heinz 
Guderian (sesquiquadrate, less than 1°), and the dashing 
and versatile American general, James Doolittle (conjun- 
ction, 0°30!), 


Of course the Mars-Neptune spell is not merely a 
knack for getting other people to die: the frenzy must 
work on oneself too, just as it works on the poet himself, 
first and foremost. This is why our list of soldiers is 
accompanied by another list: that of adventurers, armed 
poets, orsimply people who have convinced themselves of 
the need to become martyrs: D'Annunzio (sextile, 1°21!), 
Edith Cavell (trine, 2°40'), Lindbergh (trine, also 
2°40"), These people might have followers on their adven- 
tures or they might not: it would not matter. 


Ah! the word "martyrs" has come up. We have almost 
come full circle to the conventional, long-suffering Pis- 
ces. But not quite. Passive people never become martyrs: 
they just efface themselves. A true martyr must of fend-- 
like Marsyas the satyr, who offended those gods of harmony 
and law, Apollo and Athene, by playing his deer-bone flute 
to the delight of us common mortals. 


[*6] San Francisco: North Point Press, 1983. 
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For the satyr's impudence and too-joyful music, 
Apollo prepared a punishment worthy of the cruelest Mohawk 
torturer: Marsyas was skinned and his pelt nailed to a 
pine. (Flick! flack! switchblade on the French bitch's 
ie attacker and victim confused in the hard rock of 
war. 


Ishall spare you an academic note on the name "Mar- 
syas" and on that person's necessary redness. However, 
here are a few more Mars-Neptune contacts. Not all of them 
are adventurers or artists. Some of them exemplify the 
satyr's playful character, others only his shameless, 
orgiastic side: Ada Byron, the mathematical genius who 
wasted her life at the racetrack (trine, 0°51'), Louis de 
Broglie, the bookish aristocrat who became a physicist 
(trine, 1°31'), Edgar Varese, the scientist who became a 
musician (square, less than 3°), Evangeline Adams, who 
suffered for the cause of astrology (sextile, 2°42'), 
Richard Loeb the murderer murdered in prison (trine, 
1°19'), Richard Burton (sextile, 3°28') the sacrificial 
spouse of Elizabeth Taylor (Mars in Pisces opposite Nep- 
tune, 4°26'), and Beverly Aadland, Errol Flynn's ne gle 
companion popanetians 0”14'--the closest aspect I could 
find: Miss Aadland is closely pursued by Generals Welling- 
eenye Doolittle and by the philosopher Pascal, square, 


[Sources.-- All aspects given to the arc minute are based 
on data given in the American Book of Charts and Profiles 
of Women, compiled by Lois Rodden, except for Wendell 
Berry's, which is taken from The Gauquelin Book of Ameri- 
can Charts. Aspects given to the degree only are based on 
birth dates in standard refernce works.] 


# # # 
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ADVANCED RECTIFICATION 
OF BIRTH CHARTS 
AND PRENATAL EPOCHS 


PART IV 


ALEXANDER ‘MARR 


THE PRECISION of primary directions and the fact that main 
events in a life can be traced using the accumulation of 
maturing directions with the Dual-Test has brought some 
new, decisive and encouraging prospects to the field of 
astrological forecasting. 


In Prediction I (1981), I stated that: 


(a) astrology still lacks a provable dynamic 
strength, and 


(b) there is little likelihood that one can specify 
the exact character of an event. 


Ialso emphasized that serious forecasting was lim- 
ited to what Icalled "speculative astrological forecast- 
ing". By this term I meant a prediction that is either 
related to happenings in the past, or toa date previously 
defined. 


Following the analyses of over fifty birth charts 
together with their corresponding prenatal epochs using 
the complete Dual-Test, Ican now state that it is possi- 
ble to trace the major events of a life, and also those of 
secondary importance. This has been accomplished after the 
event and also ahead of it; future events have been pre- 
dicted. 


The Dual-Test must therefore be considered a revolu- 
tionary advance in astrological forecasting. 


Accumulations of primary and secondary directions 
(their orb was discussed in Consideration I 4:13) help to 
indicate the time interval during which an event may 
occur, In this method, the angles and the house cusps, 
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together with the luminaries and the planets involved, are 
the significators of a forecastedevent. 


Long before the Dual-Test was discovered, it had 
become obvious that an event is usually not reflectedbya 
single direction (as had been frequently been stated in 
astrological literature) but by a large number of simul- 
taneous directions, preferably primaries. 


Readers should realize that, therefore, any specula- 
tion involving rulers, sub-rulers, etc. is meaningless. 
Instead the total symbolism of the luminaries and the 
planets is fully effective in the horoscope of any person. 

demonstrated this in detail in Prediction II. 


Needless to say, the structure of a birth chart plays 
an important role in the outcome of any event as it af- 
fects the individual involved. 


An individual with extremely favourable natal posi- 
tions of Mars, Saturn and Uranus may, for example, survive 
an accident with minor injuries or even none at all, 
whereas another person, with less favourable natal place- 
ments of these astrological "evil-doers", would lose his 
life in such an event. 


That the directed and, toacertain extent, the natal 
planets do not depend unconditionally on their natal posi- 
tion and strength actually aids forecasting when it isnot 
necessary to resolve complex details concerning the speci- 
fic nature of the specific event. 


Instead, asl have repeatedly stated: 


(a) the angles and the house cusps are the true 
significators forany event, and 


(b) the true symbolism of the planets in any horo- 
scope always remains unchanged. 


The method of rectification that uses the Topocentric 
systemdiscovered by Nelson Page and Wendel Polich was, 
and it still is, a method with an established scientific 
background. 


It will, however, be found frequently in practice 
that not all events in a person's life relate to corres- 
ponding directions from the natal chart. This will obvi- 
ously complicate a rectification when details of only a 
few events are available. Forecasting from such sparse 
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data is usually not feasible. 


THE DUAL-TEST 
FOR THE DEATHS OF KING GEORGE V AND ADOLF HITLER 


The radical directions used for rectification (R-R) 
are followed in the following two examples by additional 
ones obtained with the Dual-Test. 


1. KING GEORGE V died 21st January 1936 (Prediction 
Il, page 70). ; 


Pre-natal epoch (rectified): 14:29:08 UT, 15thSep- 
tember 1864: 51N30 00W08. 


For this event there were no persuasive radical (R-R) 
directions, other than SUd-45-MO and MEc-90-PL. 


Additional directions using the Dual-Test: 


PRIMARY DIRECTIONS SECONDARY DIRECTIONS 
d SU- 90-AS (1') E-R* p AS- 90-SA (4'.) E-R* 
c NE- 0 -AS (4') R-E* p JU- 90-AS (7' OA) R-R 
c UR- 90-XII (4') E-R* re AS- 45-SU  (3') E-E* 
re MA-135-XII (5') E-E 
we ry 43, re ME- 0 -NE (8') R-R 
iyo 


GEORGE V EPOCH rectified 
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2. ADOLF HITLER (Prediction I, page 96) 
Committed suicide 30th April 1945, 


Prenatal epoch (rectified): 16:35:04 UT, 29th July 
1888: 48N15 13E03. 


2rp8 


ADOLF HITLER EPOCH rectified 


Primary directions used for the rectification of the 
radix (R-R): 


d MA-150-IV (5') R-R* 
d UR-180-NE (0') R-R* 
c SU-150-UR (3') R-R* 


Additional directions using the Dual-Test: 


PRIMARY DIRECTIONS SECONDARY DIRECTIONS 


d AS-180-PL (5') R-E* p SU- 45-SA (5') R-E* 
d ME- O -PL (6') R-EX p MO- 90-AS (10'=5 days) R-R 
c AS-180-MA (2') E-E* p MA-120-AS (5') R-R* ; 
p SU-150-IV (2') E-E* 
p UR-150-VE (5') E-R 
p ME-180-AS (5') R-E 
re AS-180-PF (4') R-E* 
re SA-135-AS (0') R-E 


* 
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As can be seen, the three directions available for 
the rectification of Hitler's radix are appropriate for 
this particular event. They donot, however, have enough 
strength (one major, two minor aspects) to justify the 
event fully. The directions obtained using the Dual-Test 
are much more meaningful. The most significant have been 
marked with an asterisk. 


The death of King George V was peaceful, due to 
illness andhis age (Sun, Saturn, Neptune). 


By contrast, Hitler's violent death by suicide is 
indicated by the several different directions involving 
Mars (3 directions), Uranus (2) and Pluto (2). 


The frequent indication of the Descendant (-180-AS) 
in Hitler's death directions may relate to the death at 
the same time of Hitler'smistress, Eva Braun. The twohad 
been married just two days before their mutual suicide. 


d VE-180-MO (0') R-R 
c MO-120-NO (2') R-R 
re AS-180-PF (4') R-E. 


ae 


LET'S CONSIDER: 
NORMA STOREY writes : 
I thought that the first issue of your second year was the 
greatest to date. Can't wait to see how you begin your 
third! 
* OK 
BARBARA KOVAL writes : 
A RESPONSE TO A RESPONSE TO A RESPONSE 
I am sorry if M. Poulin [*1] took offense at my article. 
Venus Amok [*2] was not a refutation either of his remarks 
on Hitler [*3] or of the validity of sidereal astrology. 
As the title said, it was about the negative qualities of 
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Venus and Taurus. It was about Venus precisely because his 
article wasnot. 


What it really attacked was the neophyte notion that 
since Taurus is a nice sign, ruled by that nice planet, 
Venus, and Hitler was a Taurus, then either (a) astrology 
is wrong, inadequate and nonsensical, or (b) tropical 
astrology is wrong, inadequate and nonsensical, since 
Hitler in sidereal astrology is the more appropriate Ar- 
ies. (M. Poulin did not say this.) 


Although my writing often sounds opinionated and 
arrogant-~all the probablys, maybes and it seems are ed- 
ited out to save the reader from my laborings~-I remain 
fully aware that my style of interpretation and technique 
is a matter of personal opinion and personal preference. 
When I do go on the offensive, it is to supply missin 
facts or to point out misinterpretations that I thin 
could lead to greater errors. My real intent is to educate 
and to incite further thought and discussion. I have 
talked to and read enough astrologers whom I respect to 
see that they often reach appropriate conclusions from 
specific interpretations that I think are off the mark. If 
their interpretations work, if they send their clients 
away satisfied and enlightened, what difference does it 
make? There are so many different ways in astrology of 
saying the same thing that controversies about house sys- 
tems, cosmobiology, Uranian, asteroids, and comets are not 
really controversies at all, merely supermarket offerings 
tailored to individual taste and talent. I paint in acry- 
lics. You use oils. I mix yellow with blue to make green. 
You mix blue with yellow. Chacun a son gout. 


I wish M. Poulin had addressed what I hoped would be 
a genuinely provocative statement. Excuse me for quoting 
myself. Occasionaly I do get off a neat turn of phrase 
that bears repeating. This is not one of them, "All of the 
above is not to deny the validity of the Constellational 
Zodiac. The Tropical Zodiac shows our inner vision and 
a tee what we think we do. The Constellational Zodiac 
shows the destiny, the results of ourbehavior, the impact 


[*1] Let's Consider. Considerations II 4: 56-59 
[*2] Venus Amok. Considerations II 1: 47-49 


[*3] Hitler & Nazism inthe light of stellar astrology. 
Considerations I 4: 15-25 
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of our actions on the world outside." 


Although I have been astounded at the predictive 
precision of some techniques in Hindu astrology (particu- 
larly the Dasa system), Ihave never been totally comfort- 
able with the sidereal from the psychological, motivation- 
al, individual inclination point of view. One reason is 
intensely personal. In the tropical system I ama double 
Gemini with Moon in Aquarius and a healthy distribution of 
planets in earth and fixed signs. In the sidereal I ama 
double Taurus with Moon in Capricorn, six planets in 
cardinal signs, one in mutable (Saturn), and none in air. 
The following are facts, not interpretations. My appear- 
ance constantly changes. When I am fat I look like a 
Taurus. When I am slim I look like a Gemini. The most 
common comment I receive from people is, "I didn't recog- 
nize you." Sometimes that's a compliment. When astrologers 
try to guess my Sun sign, they are invariably wrong. Leo, 
Cancer, Pisces, and Taurus are the front runners. (All are 
logical guesses and accurate in their own way.) I have 
published dozens of articles on astrology and a book. I 
seldom live in a place longer than eight years. If I had 
my way, I'd change houses every three years, just about 
the time things start to get dingy. I do not have set 
routines or intense likes or dislikes. The one constancy 
in my life has been learning. The things I really dislike 
have to do with ignorance masquerading as scholarship and 
intelligence. 


The pluses on the sidereal side might be that I have 
been forced in my life to learn an extraordinary amount of 
patience and acceptance. I endure. I have often been 
thrown into situations where I have to take far more 
initiative than I am comfortable with. I have been most 
rewarded when Ihave kept my mouth shut or spouted only 
what I was supposed to say. The second most prevalent 
comment in my life has been, "You seem so placid, so 
patient." I appear that way to many people who don't know 
me well. And yes, Iam lazy and self-indulgent, though I 
can't really sit and do nothing at all. Perhaps M. Poulin 
can shed some light on these discrepancies. People like 
Hitler are so striking that both systems are likely to be 
accurate. What about anonymous people like me? 


Let's hear from the tropicalists and siderealists as 
to which does better in what areas. The only ideas I 
really care about in astrology are those that make me a 
better practitioner. Who is right or wrong is irrelevant. 

Now I will wag a finger at several statements I think 
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deserve comment. 


1. Aries is a sign of being in front of other people. 
That is not quite the same as leadership or the capacity 
to be elected. 


2. If Taureans never lost property all Taureans would 
be filthy rich. What you want doesnot guarantee what you 
get or if you will be able to keep it. 


3. If the sign of the country determined the sign of 
its leader, the U.S. would not have had only one Gemini 
president and merely two Cancerians, 


One last peeve: feminism and equality notwithstand- 
ing, please don't called me Koval. Since I was neither 
born with the name, nor amI presently married to it, Ido 
not recognize the party to whom you ate speaking. Call me 
Barbara or Ms. Koval, please. I'll evenacknowledge Mrs., 
but only out of deference to the legitimacy of my child- 
ren. 


Thope to be writing some very controversial articles 
in the future. When you all lash back, please have some 
consideration formy delicate sidereal flesh. 


[Editor's Note: The unfortunately curt "Koval" pat- 
terned after the style of some academic journals, was an 
editorial gesture and should not be imputed to Mr. Poulin. 
We are sad that it offended. ] 


* OK 


AL H. MORRISON writes: 


Thank you for another provocative issue! I would say that 
if only Barbara Koval and Maurice Poulin would put Chiron 
into the Hitler chart, they would get a whole different 
perspective. Dr. Hans-Jorg Walter (in CAO TIMES) points 
out that it is the focus of a lotus pattern, filling a 
multiple midpoint. 


I am creating a short edition of Al Biruni: the 
complete bilingual text, in facsimile, paper covers, for 
$60 the copy. There will be very few extra copies, asI am 
making only enough for those who ordered in advance. 


The daily-position ephemeris of Chiron is being prin- 
ted now, will be here before youmail again, $20 percopy, 
paperback. For details Considerations’ readers should 
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write to: CAO TIMES, Box 75 Old Chelsea Station, New York 
NY 10113. 


* eK 


DOROTHY B. HUGHES writes: 


I was most interested in the two recent articles about 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh because he has been, along with his 
mouthpiece, Ma Ananda Sheela, a thorn in the side of 
people living here in the Northwest. Sheela, a most arro- 
gant person, said many vile things to people, which the 
press published. She asserts that Rajneesh told her to 
take this attitude and that he had coached her in every- 
thing she said. She, along with several others, left the 
Oregon commune in September of this year. 


I find it difficult to believe that this "Guru of 
free love" could have Capricorn rising in his chart. With 
all the notoriety coming out about him in the past two or 
three years, he surely should have planets in the Xth 
house. His hangup about sex seems more like Scorpio ris- 
ing, especially as he has no planets in this sign. Since 
the advent of AIDS, he is now recommending that condoms be 
used and thrown away after eachuse. I wonderif this sort 
of thing could come from the mouth of a great spiritual 
teacher. 


He was recently arrested trying to flee the country. 
The authorities in Oregon and the FBI had enough material 
to arrest him on charges of lying to the immigration 
authorities, harboring illegal aliens, and condoning sham 
marriages aimed at getting illegal aliens into the USA. 
Last year, before the elections in Oregon, five thousand 
street-people were brought to Antelope in eastern Oregon 
from New York, Chicago, and other large cities. The intent 
was to stuff the ballot boxes in the little. town and thus 
take over the city government. After that, his guards, 
armed with Uzi guns, were free to march around the com- 
pound, and to stand beside him at large lectures in the 
meditation hall. 


None of this seems conducive to spirituality. 


As he was arrested on the 28th October 1985, justa 
few hours before the Lunar Eclipse at 5° Scorpio/Taurus, 
it is possible that he has a chart with this degree of 
Scorpio rising, Note Neptune transiting his Mars, ruling 
the VIth house in such a speculative chart. These two 
planets square the lunar Nodes in his chart. Moon and 
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ARREST OF BHAGWAN SHREE RAJNEESH 
06:20 UT, 28th October 1985 
Charlotte, North Carolina: 35N26 80W51 


lox 


Saturn exactly opposite Pluto in the IXth would warnof 
trouble ina foreigncountry. Jupiter and Neptune are now 
placed in the Xth--Jupiter in Leo trine his Sun shows his 
desire for luxuries (ninety Rolls Royces and the jewel- 
encrusted gowns). 


At any rate, since the birth hour is not known, it 


would seem that a chart with 5° Scorpio rising has as 
much validity as the speculative one that was printed. 


* ok 


SALLY COTTON writes: . 


5:13 pm is the time given by Bhagwan in at least one of 
his books, 
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BHAGWAN SHREE RAJNEESH 
11:43 UT 11th December 1931 
Gadarwara, India: 22N55 78E47 


1% 


KEN GILLMAN's comments: 


No rectification of an unknown birth time can produce 
anything other than a speculative chart. 1am, therefore, 
delighted to now have the correct time of birth for Raj- 
neesh, Neptune transiting his natal Mars and square his 
Node (as Dorothy Hughes notes), when combined with the 
transit of Uranus opposite his natal Ascendant, must ex- 
plain much about the recent publicised events. The October 
eclipse occurred close to his natal Mars/Neptune midpoint 
(orb 45'). lees 


BURYL PAYNE writes: 
A BRANCHING POINT? 


The accompanying figure shows the geocentric patterns for 
the time of the New Moon on 14th June 1988. 


Previous research on cycles of peace and war indi- 
cates that warring behavior is triggered by solar magnetic 
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activity occuring approximately every eleven years. Solar 
activity is at a minimum in 1985-6-and will be rising to 
reach a peak around 1990. Examination of the data on 
battles indicates that they usually begin about two years 
prior to sunspot peak activity; that would be in1988. 


New Moon, 09:42 UT 14th June 1988. 
Washington D.C.: 38N54 77w02. 


Study of the ephemeris shows that during the week of 
13-21 June five planets line up; there is a new moon; and, 
at the end of the week, a sixth planet, Neptune, also 
enters the pattern. The grouping of these bodies, which 
include the Earth, could result in an alteration of the 
"balance" of the solar system, which some researchers have 
associated with heightened solar activity. There will 
probably be a large magnetic storm just prior to this 
alignment. As the galactic centeris located within a few 
degrees of this planetary alignment, this is a likely time 
(according to one researcher) of increased solar flare 
activity. 


This may be a critical time for planet Earth. Astro- 
logers are invited to comment in writing to the Academy 
for Peace Research, Center Hill Road, Plymouth, Mass. 
02360. Comments will be integrated into a written report. 
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ROBERT C. DONATH writes: 


CONSIDERATIONS continues to publish astrological material 
of depth and high quality, and we are grateful to you who 
make it available. Alexander Marr's excellent rectifica- 
tion of Ronald Reagan's birth time reflects considerable 
time and energy, and is most thorough. It was gratifying 
to note his rectified birth time of 01:44 AM CST for 
Reagan differs from mine by only three minutes (AFA Bulle- 
tin Ist July 1981). Iused one event, the shooting on 30th 
March 1981, to provide planetary pictures to test a birth 
time of 1:41 AM CST. I agree that many events (as Marr 
insists, and Jayne too) need to be analyzed to validate a 
rectified birth time, and that one event won't do the job 
with as high reliability. Yet, if Marr's time is correct, 
the technique of solar arc directions based on the Uranian 
school of astrology, whichI used, shows merit and power 
as a tool for rectification, if indeed it can achieve 
results with just one event. In spite of all that has been 
written about Ronald Reagan, I sometimes wonder if we 
should be looking at a chart cast for 1910 rather than for 


1911. 
*Ok OK 


CHARLES A. JAYNE writes: 


Lam one of the growing legion of admirers and readers of 
Considerations. We ail owe a real debt of gratitude to 
Kennet Gillman and Axel Harvey for making a fine magazine 
possible. 


Ihave been following with much interest the articles 
on the Conception Epoch and its chart by Alexander Marr. 
He isa well-known, experienced and serious astrologer. I 
myself have spent many decades in the investigation of the 
Conception Chart (and of other non-natal charts). Some of 
that work has been published in my book, The Preface to 
Prenatal Charts (published by the Astrological Bureau in 
1975). The laws af the Lunar Conception Charthave come 
down to us from Ptolemy in his Centiloquy of some 2,000 
years ago, and have been known as the "Trutine of Hermes". 
They were reintroduced into modern astrology by Sepharial. 
In Britain the Conception Chart was accepted by E.H. 
Bailey, George Bailey, P.J. Harwood and Ronald Davison, in 
the U.S.A. by L.Edward Johndro and his partner W.Kenneth 
Brown, by Barbara Watters and by my researchassociates 
Eleanor Hesseltine, Edgar Wagner Ph.D., and by my wife, 
Vivia. 


To the best of my knowledge all of the above people 
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accepted and used the Trutine of Hermes which is, however, 
apparently not the case with Alexander Marr! The Trutine 
of Hermes! laws are: the birth ascendant is conjunct or 
opposite the Conception Chart Moon (Marr accepts this 
first part); the Conception Chart Moon is conjunct or 
opposite to the birth ascendant. Mr. Marr rejects this 
second part of the Trutine (see the bottom of page 65 and 
the top of page 66, paragraph #6, of Volume II, 4 of 
Considerations, Summer 1985), Nor does Mr. Marr explain 
just how he finds the exact day of the Conception Chart, 
so that we are left "hanging in the air"! Readers are 
entitled to some explanation as to why Mr. Marr rejects 
the Trutine of Hermes and the work of those cited above, 
who accepted it. Johndro and I and our associates have 
done and recified hundreds of these charts and used them 
in our professional practices. 


Initially it was erroneously assumed by Sepharial, 
E.H. Bailey and others that these Moon-Ascendant inter- 
changes must be exact to the minute of arc! This was the 
main reason why this Conception Chart has fallen into 
general disuse. 


It was an odd assumption for nowhere else in astro- 
logy do we insist that conjunctions and oppositions must 
be exact! After studying 200 well-documented obstetrical 
cases from the Flower Hospital in New York, Johndro con- 
cluded that the Trutine was valid provided that normal 
orbs for the conjunctions and oppositions were employed. 


The cases cited by Mr. Marr in that same article 
(Number III in his series) are suspect in my experience 
since the orbs he shows for the birth ascendant conjunct 
or opposite the conception ascendant are either exact to 
the minute of arc (3 of the 12 cases) or differ by only 
very few minutes. The average orb is only 1 3/4 minutes of 
arc. My own experience is that the orb is seldom less than 
30'. My conclusions are based not only on rectified 
charts, but also on verification through successful fore- 
casts. Furthermore, I use geocentric rather than geograph- 
ic terrestial latitude. 


I apologize for the length of this letter, but the 
issue is an important one. 


* Oe * 
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ALEXANDER MARR's response: 


With reference to Mr. Jayne's objections tomy Dual-Test. 
One of the greatest errors in the development of modern 
astrology is that all traditional rules have been taken 
for granted. Asa result, astrology is too frequently a 
belief system; not a science. Ptolemy was no doubt the 
Einstein ofhis time, but he was wrong whenhe stated that 
heaven and its stars cycles around the earth. This pre- 
mise, in turn, caused him to make several other false 
assumptions involving astrology, many of whichremain in 
use today. 


When I first learned of the Topocentric system, in 
1963, Idid not immediately find it very convincing. I had 
to work on it for more than six months before I realized 
how great an improvement it was. Forme, personally, this 
was a major ype I finally had to reject the Campanus 
house system I had been using for 15 years; for which I 
had luced and published tables. 


Now let me say frankly that, during my 35 years of 
astrological practice, I have yet to see any reliable, 
exact rectification (correct to within four seconds of 
time) resulting from the methodology recommended by Carl 
Kuehr, Nelson Page, Wendel Polich and other advocates of 
the Topocentric system. 


Kindly refer to the probability criteria discussed in 
article "How exact must we be?", Considerations II 1, 
69-72. The only valid proofs in astrology must be able to 
demonstrate a very high likelihood of not having occurred 
by chance. 


I maintain that, if my rules for the Dual-Test are 
applied correctly, especially as the point on the ecliptic 
of the radical Ascendant (or Descendant) coincides, more 
or less exactly, with that of the conception Moon, I am 
utilizing a minimum area to which exact (and symbolically 
appropriate) directions are then applied, and consequently 
reducing the likelihood of producing chance results. This 
assumes a sufficient number of dated events are available. 


The reader should carefully analyse all of the direc- 
tions listed for the 25 events in Ronald Reagan's life 
(Considerations II 4, 61-75). The vast majority of those 
listed are conjunctions to angles or house cusps, and the 
planetary bodies involved have the appropriate symbolism 
for the particular event. 
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Based on these exact and appropriate directions, Mr. 
Jayne's stated suspicion (see the sixth paragraph of his 
letter) of the congruency of the radical Ascendant (Des- 
cendant) with the conception Moon, ceases to be relevant. 
The proof of any astrological forecasting system has sure- 
ly to be in its timing and appropriateness. (To date I 
have succesfully applied the Dual-Test to more than fifty 
birth charts.) 


Mr. Jayne says I do not provide any explanation of 
how to find the true date of conception, that I leave the 
reader "hanging in the air". If this is so, I must apolo- 
gize. Although the procedure is not purely mechanical, the 
following can be stated: 


(a) the true conception date is invariably close to 
the middle epoch day; 


(b) in almost every case, the Moon is similarly 
waxing or waning in both radix and epochcharts. (See the 
table and explanation on page 66, Considerations II 4.) 


(c) the position of the radical Ascendant (or Desc- 
endant) is invariably identical, or almost so, to that of 
the conception Moon. (This fact alone usually makes the 
identification of the time of the conception horoscope 
much easier than the rectification of a birth chart.) 


* * * 


CARL LLEWELLYN WESCHCKE writes: 


Thank you very much for the article on the Pagan calendar 
and astrological rulerships in your magazine. I enjoyed it 
very much, and suspect it will help many readers think 
about the value of a "real" calendar in helping us "tune 
in" to the natural world. 


The division of the year into equal halves ruled by 
the Sun and the Moon, and the rotation of the calendar to 
coincide with the logical identification of the fixed 
signs with the solstice and equinox points, is pleasing. 


One question that stands out forme, however, is that 
of the ten-day lag we experience now between the Winter 
Solstice and the first of the year: can there be the 
notion that it takes this amount of time for the month to 
take on the character of the sign? 


In wishing for a sensible calendar, I have often 
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wished that not only could we reform our Solar Calendar, 
but that we could have a separate work-a-day calendar of 
lunar months. Leave dating to the Solar Calendar, but 
relate daily life to the Lunar. 


** * 


KEN GILLMAN's response: 


A shrewd question, Carl. The "public" explanation for the 
ten-day lag, as youknow, is that the Winter Solstice and 
the following New Moon were that number of days apart in 
46 B.C. But, as you infer, things invariably ee ta as 
they should regardless of the supposed human cause. The 
three-way split of a sign into its 10° decanates may have 
some relevance here. So, too, couldtheold Celtic quar- 
tering of the circle of our "existential life" into Birth, 
Life, Death and Rebirth. How does the latter four-way 
division relate to the three decanates? The belief was 
(is?) that, following an initial birthing into this round 
of existence, each fresh birth into a new cycle has to 
correspond to a rebirth out of an old cycle. Hence the 
starting (the birthing) decanate of a sign can perhaps, as 
you suggest, be related to a previous experiencing which 
may still need to end, may still require time to transform 
into the new, upcoming experience, whereas the commence- 
ment of the second decanate (which coincides with the 
change of the named month) refers to the real Life, the 
true character, following a transformation (birth/re- 


birth), of the sign. 
eK 


MALCOLM KIRRIE-MUIR writes: 


"Stirrings Within the Cauldron"--or should that be Rocking 
the Boat?--both troubled and delighted me. The edifice of 
symbolic associations described by Ken Gillman is too 
complex and beautiful to ignore; but the pressure to 
ignore it is overwhelming! We are being told now that 
astrology has been wrong for 2000 years, and sidereal 
astrology doubly wrong! 


But really, haven't we always felt that something was 
missing somewhere? I shall go back to my files and see if 
some of my "dumb horoscopes" don't start talking when the 
new rulerships are applied. 


Three off-putting (but not essential) errors. If "the 
Bible repeatedly refers to the signs of the Bull, the 
Lion, the Eagle and the Man", I am unaware of the fact. 
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Ezekiel indeed mentions his particular apparitions, each 
of whichhad four faces: "they had the face of aman; and 
they four had the face of a lon on the right side; and 
they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they 
four had also the face of an eagle." (Cambridge Bible, 
Ezekiel i, 10.) These creatures are mentioned later in 
Ezekiel with a cherub substituted for an ox; all of which 
hardly amounts to repeated reference. Besides, the lion 
and the ox being clearly placed opposite one another makes 
it unlikely that astrological signs are involved. The same 
four animals are mentioned in the Apocalypse, and their 
connection with signs of the Zodiac has been alleged by 
many writers; but as Massyngberde-Ford, the editor of the 
Anchor Bible's Revelation volume, says: "one needs great 
ingenuity to find this in the text." 


The glyph for Gemini can hardly be a Roman numeral 
when none of the others are. There might be grounds for 
arguing, on the contrary, that Mercury was meant to rule 
over Taurus from the very begining: its glyph being obvi- 
ously the bull with a yoke round its neck. This would 
imply that the signs were never displaced, only the plan- 
ets that govern them. 


Finally, Bouche-Leclercq could not have been writing 
twenty years ago as the old man died in 1923--I think at 
the age of 80! Anyway what does it matter that antiquar- 
ians have found the earliest horoscope in Babylon? Did not 
cooking precede recipe books by several millenia? 


eK 


KEN GILLMAN's response: 


Well, Malcolm, as youdo say, the three items that appear 
to cause you problems are not at all essential to my 
premise that the calendar months and the planetary sign 
rulers are out of step. 


I find it odd that both you (in the final sentence of 
your penultimate paragranhs and my esteemed colleague, 
Axel Harvey (see his "Blood all over the place" in this 
issue), should similarly-state that my main concern was 
with the displacement of the signs. This is not so. My 
thesis was, and is, exactly as stated in the above para- 
opal soe is the month of Mars, April the month of 

enus, May thatofMercury,etc. This is why Isuggested 
the declination rulers (see page 23 of the last issue) and 
proposed the relationship of the months to their planetary 
rulers (diagram on page 19). this double failure to grasp 
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an obvious point clearly suggests that my exposition was 
not at all as clear and precise as it should have been. 


You challenge my statement of the Bible's repeated 
reference to the four fixed signs. AsI understand it, the 
word "repeated" means "more than once", You have yourself 
provided three references: Ezekiel1I:10; Ezekiel X:1-17; 
and Revelation1IV:6-8. You might also care to consider 
the Cherubim, the Hebrew "Kerubh". Romantic and baroque 
artists did later portrayed them as naked winged babies, 
yet these guardians of the gates of Edenand the throne of 
God, who Yahweh rode in the heavens, were originally 
described as having the body’of a lion (Leo) with the 
hooves and tail of a bull (Taurus), [or the body of the 
bull with the claws and tail of the lion], the head of a 
man (Aquarius) and the wings of an eagle (Scorpio). The 
Bible obviously borrowed this imagery from Babylon. Solo- 
mon's throne is said to have been a variation on this 
theme (I Kings X: 18:20). Rather than count the "several" 
instances oF the use of the fixed sign imagery in the 
Bible, let's agree that these do occur; whereas reference 
to the cardinal and mutable signs do not. 


The glyph for Gemini that astrologers use is identi- 
cal tothe one the Romans used to signify the number two. 
Iam aware that in Greek Horoscopes [*4] there isa single 
original example (circa 500 A.D.) of the Gemini glyph as 
two horizontal parallel lines. However, as the glyph of 
Libra, in that same diagram, is drawn at a 45° angle, Iam 
not totally convinced that Gemini's glyph was not also 
displaced = the same early astrologer, in this case by 
90°. The absence of any other Roman numeral in our set of 
twelve Zodiac glyphs is of little relevance; does the 
presence of the inanimate Scales really nullify ouruse of 
the term "Zodiac" ? 


The Bouche-Leclercq reference is embarrassing. L'As- 
trologie Grecque was, of course, originally published by 
Leroux of Paris in 1899. My reference was not to the 
original, which I had forgotten. Thank you for pointing 
this out. The Van der Waerden reference is, however, (to 
my relief) quite accurate. This error does not affect any 
other of the statements in my article. 


# # # 


[*4] Neugebauer & Van Hoesen. Greek Horoscopes. Philadelphia: 
The American Philosophical Society, 1959: 156: Figure 20. 
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A RECONSTRUCTION OF MESOAMERICAN ASTROLOGY 


I: Historical and Cosmological Background 


BRUCE SCOFIELD 


IN THE REGION KNOWN TODAY as Mexico and Central America 
there developed an astrological divination system which 
was perpetuated by successive cultures for nearly 2000 
years. The -Columbian Mesoamericans were sky watchers 
who perceived a linkage between periods of time, the 
movements of the heavenly bodies and life on earth. They 
integrated the order of the sky into their ceremonial 
centers, their social structure and even into the lives of 
individuals. This fusion of man and sky was developed 
elsewhere at earlier times (e.g. ancient China and Mesopo- 
tamia) but because Mesoamerica grew in isolation from the 
rest of the world, and ata later date, we have an oppor- 
tunity to study with considerable objectivity an early 
form of astrological science. In this paper I will at- 
tempt to piece together the various components of ancient 
Mesoamerican astrology which, like that of the ancient Old 
World civilizations, was deeply integrated with and in- 
separable from religion, thought, and social organization. 


HISTORY 


Mesoamerica ranges fromabout 2 3° north latitude in 
Mexico and extends to the south as far as El Salvador and 
western Honduras. Village life and pottery began to ap- 
pear in this area around -2500. However, it wasn't until 
about -1500 that ag eee centers began to appear in the 
Gulf Coast region. Between -1000 and -300 the New World's 
first major civilization flourished and the basic forms in 
social structure and religion for the entire region were 
established. These early peoples have come to be known as 
the Olmecs, although that was not what they called them- 
selves. They built huge pyramids and temples, some of 
which can be seen today at Tres Zapotes and La Venta. At 
this time the earliest hieroglyphic writing appearsandso 
does the 260-day divinatory calendar. This historical 
period is known as the Formative or Pre-Classic. 


As the Olmec civilization declined in the Gulf Coast 
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area, other centers were springing up elsewhere. By +300 
major centers located in the valley of Mexico, the region 
near present day Oaxaca, and in the Guatamalan jungles 
were coming into their own. There was a tremendous flow- 
ering of culture in these andina few other areas between 
+300 and +900. This historical period is known as the 
Classic period and it produced the finest sculpture, art 
work, astronomy and picture writing ever produced in Meso- 
america. The Mayans with theircenters of Tikal, Copan, 
and Palenque developed the most sophisticated astronomy 
and writingsystems. At Monte Alban, the Zapotecs built 
up and extended a much older mountain-top ceremonial cen- 
tre consisting of numerous platforms for temples and an 
important observatory. At Teotihuacan, just northeast of 
Mexico City, the enormous pyramids of the Sun and Moon 
were constructed along a roadway several miles long. 
While Europe was in a dark age, Mesoamerica was throbbing 
with creative energy. 


Around +750 Teotihuacan mysteriously collapsed, prob- 
ably sacked by invading warrior tribes from the north. 
About 150 yearslater, the Mayan centers to the south and 
Monte Alban suffered a similardecline. The Postclassic 
period, usually dated from about 900, began with Meso- 
america in a state of disarray. Around +1000 the Toltecs, 
a group from the region north of Mexico, forgedan empire 
which extended all the way to Yucatan. There the Mayans 
were reorganized into what was called the league of Maya- 
pan, a unification of the various surviving Mayan centers 
which lasted for a few centuries. By the time of the 
arrival of the Spaniards, the Mayans had deserted their 
ceremonial centers and had returned to a life in small 
villages. In the valley of Mexico, however, the Aztecs 
were at the height of empire. The semi-nomadic Aztecs had 
wandered into the valley of Mexico in the 14th century and 
rapidly conquered their neighbours. They claimed Toltec 
descent, as did all aspiring empire builders at that time, 
and became the main carriers of the surviving Classic 
Mesoamerican culture. 


Our knowledge of ancient Mesoamerican astrology is 
based on surviving relics and reports from Spanish con- 
querors. The Spanish friars burned all but four of the 
Mayan picture books believing them to be the works of the 
devil. Because the Aztec civilization was flourishing at 
the time of the conquest, it is from them that much of our 
knowledge of the traditional astrology and astronom 
comes. Now as the Aztecs were simply perpetuating a omy 
older tradition, the system they followed paralleled that 
of the Mayans or Zapotecs, but was cruder. The major 
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differences appear tobe in the names of the gods which 
play such an important role in their astrological-divin- 
atory system. In this report I will draw from both Aztec 
a Mayan sources using primary references wherever pos- 
sible. 


THE GODS 


The gods of Mesoamerica, like gods everywhere, were 
personifications of powerful forces that affect the lives 
of men, projections of the inner life of man, and in some 
cases, possibly deified tribal leaders of ancient times. 
Among agriculturalists, rain deities are prominent while 
among hunters, warrior gods standout. Inthe case of the 
Aztecs a balance was achieved between a tribal war god and 
the chief rain god of the farmers, both of them sharing 
the same temple. As in the Old World cultures, the gods 
were assigned rulership over specific aspects of the uni- 
verse as it was conceived. To understand the distinctions 
of rulership in the astrological-divinatory system, one 
must understand the distinctions among the major deities. 


The Maya and the Aztec pantheons were similar in 
basic structure. At the top of the hierarchy of gods, 
living in the highest of thirteen heavens, was an old 
creator god called Hunab by the Mayans. This god was 
remote from the world: his workhad long ago been accom- 
plished and his presence was not immediately vital to 
human life. The corresponding Aztec deity was Ometecuht- 
li, the dual supreme lord. It was this god who was usual- 
ly associated with the Christian god after missionary 
activity had imposed itself on the natives. 


Beneath this supreme, though remote, level of deity 
were the various nature and warrior deities. Probably 
among the oldest of the Mesoamerican gods were those 
associated withnature andrain. These were the gods of 
the peasants and farmers. Chac was the principal rain god 
of the Mayans and he had fouraspects, one foreachof the 
cardinal points. His face with its long nose is found 
throughout Yucatan where rain is not so abundant. In the 
valley of Mexico, Tlaloc was Chac'scounterpart. Tlaloc 

resided over a number of water deities including the 
ii alnce, who were like fairies, and Chalchihuitlicue, the 
lady of sudden storms. Another class of nature deity were 
the various gods of corn. The Aztecs had several manifes- 
tations of the corn god, each representing a particular 
aspect of the growth cycle. 


There were a smaller number of important female dei- 
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ties, many of them linked to vegetation and the Moon. The 
Mayan goddess Ixchel was the goddess of floods, pregnancy, 
the Moon and weaving. She was personified as an angry old 
woman who coulddestroy the worldby flood. Shehada 
serpent in her hand and crossbows on her skirt. Ixchel's 
counterpart among the Aztecs was Chachihuitlicue, who was 
associated with the water gods. She was the lady of the 
jade skirt who controlled sudden storms which could cause 
disaster. Another important Aztec goddess was Tlazolteol, 
the goddess who heard confessions and was known as the 
eater of filth. 


greet sore and gods of the hunt were very impor- 
tant. Most of these gods were sky gods and were often 
associated with the Sun. The Aztecs! principal deity, 
Huitzilopochtli, was a’ warrior god. His name means "hum- 
mingbird on the left" which was understood to mean the 
"reborn warrior of the south". He was an aspect of the 
Sun, specifically the Sunatnoon. Tezcatlipoca wasan- 
other important Aztec warrior god who had several manifes- 
tations. Since the Aztecs were warriors and empire build- 
ers, it stands to reason that these forceful, masculine 
gods would have become dominant in their religion. 


The planet Venus was a major deity which had two 
manifestations, as evening and morning star. The man-god 
Quetzalcoatl, associated with Venus as morning star, was 
an extremely important figure in Mesoamerican high cul- 
tures. He wasateacherandcivilizer, but also aman who 
had sinned. His counterpart, the evening star, was Xolotl 
the animal. The planet Venus, of all the celestial bod- 
ies, was second in importance only to the sun and its 
movements were observed with extreme care. 


THE SUN, TIME AND THE DIRECTIONS 


The ancient Mesoamericans perceived a regular order 
in the movements of the sky, particularly in the case of 
the Sun. The Mayans, who developed the most sophisticated 
astrological systems, used the term "kinh" in reference to 
the Sun, the day, and time itself. The glyph for this 
term was that of a four-petaled flower. The creation of 
order out of the various components of the sky and world 
began with the Sun. Since the Sun defined the day, the 
day became the basic unit of time. Time was given meaning 
and as such became the principal component of the astro- 
logical-divinatory system. 


During the Classic period, the Maya developed Meso- 
america's most elaborate time measuring system. Sequence 
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of days were counted and associated with particular dei- 
ties, which gave specific meaning toeachtime unit. The 
20 named days, the basis of the 260-day calendar, followed 
each other in unending sequence. But days were also 
grouped in units of 18 and 360. The day itself was called 
kin, the 18 day month a uinal and the 360-day year (18 x 
20)atun. The next largest time unit was the 7,200-day 
katun (360x 20) and finally the 144,000-day baktun (360 x 
20x20). With their number system of dots, dashes, and 
zero, the Mayans could specify any point in time and its 
ruling influences, its astrological quality. To the Maya, 
life was an ongoing succession of time periods, each of 
which hada predictable quality. Knowledge of time was 
the basis of theology, cosmology, and history. The purpose 
of life was to conform to time, to reflect in life and 
ota oi the order of time which is created by the 
un. 


An example of long-term time-period astrology is 
shown by the Mayanconcern forthe cycle of katuns which 
was documented by Bishop Landa during the mid 1500s. 
Thirteen katuns of 7,200 days completed a katun cycle. 
Each katun had its own name and deity andits own type of 
worship, rites and sacrifices. Apparently the patron 
deity ruling each katun was worshipped exclusively for the 
first ten years of hisrule. The second half of the katun 
he shared with his successor, who now became an object of 
respect. Inother words, the process of rulership change 
began at the midpoint of the cycle. This is also seen in 
the division of the day itself, noon probably being the 
beginning of the day inancient times. 


Some correlations of planetary cycles with these 
important Mayan time periods are interesting. A katun 
of7,200 days is 19.71 years, very close to the Jupiter- 
Saturn cycle of 19.86 years. Thecomplete cycle of thir- 
teen katuns in 256.27 years, close to double the Uranus- 
Pluto cycle which is 254.98 years. It would seem that 
over time, the two katuns of the 13-katun cycle which 
contained Uranus-Pluto conjunctions would stand out as 
times of social change, and because the timing is so 
close, the coincidence would be constant over a long 
period of time. The single katun itself, being so close 
to the Jupiter-Saturn cycle, was probably an exellent 


[*1] Leon-Portilla, Miguel. Time and Reality inthe thought of 
the Maya. C. L. Boiles and F. Horcasitas, trans. Boston: 
Beacon, 1973. 
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timekeeper and monitor for social developments. The point 

I am making is that by adhering to a calendar which 

reproduces outstanding natural cycles, the Mayans were 

eae to understand and even master their history and 
ture. 


The Sun, in its demarcation of the five directions, 
was also used to define space. Four directions are the 
cardinal points, the fifth is the center. These direc- 
tions are determined by the movement of the Sun when it is 
observed at its rising and setting positioneachday. Two 
times a year, at the eqinoxes, the Sun rises exactly east 
and sets exactly west. At thesolstices the Sun reaches 
its maximum distance from due East on the horizon. In 
summer the Sun rises and sets north of east, in winter 
south of east. This visible solar pattern establishes a 
spatial framework which gives structure to the world. The 
fifth direction, center, was also established by the Sun 
twice a year when it crossed zenith, the point directly 
overhead. To the Mesoamericans, space and time were one 
and the same since the movements of the Sun defined both. 
The Sun, as time progressed, moved around the quarters of 
the world and peseed through its center. 


The spatial order of the universe defined by the 
movements of the Sun on the horizon and at the zenith was 
imitated in both the social structure and in the architec- 
ture of the Mesoamerican ceremonial center. In both Mayan 
and Aztec cities, the population was divided into four 
districts, each with its own leaders who were ultimately 
subject to the rule of the principle leader of the city. 
Centers like Teotihuacan and Tenochtilan physically con- 
sisted of quartered plazas with large buildings in the 
middle. The pyramid itself, four-sided and peaked in the 
center, was he embodiment of this pattern. At Teotihua- 
can the gigantic pyramid of the Sun is oriented so that it 
directly faces the setting Sun on the day that the Sun 
transits the zenith, which occurs two timesa year. The 
major temple of the Aztecs, though now reduced to its 
lowest levels, is believed to have been oriented so that 
the equinox Sun rose between the twin temples on its 
summit when viewed from the temple of Quetzalcoatl facing 
it. 


We have seen that time and space were one and the 
same in the Mesoamerican universe and both were establish- 
ed by the Sun. Horizontal space was quartered but verti- 
cal space was layered, not unlike that of the Ptolemaic 
universe in ene: the various heavens radiated out from 
the earth at the center. The Mesoamerican conception, 
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however, also put a series of layers beneath the earth. 
The scheme consisted of the earth as the central layer 
which counts asnumber one. Above it are 12 more layers 
or heavens, below it are 8 underworlds. These were expres- 
sedas the 13 heavens and the 9 underworlds, key numbers 
in the Mesoamerican numerological system. Immediately 
above the earth was the second layer which was associated 
with the Moon. Above this was the layer of the stars, 
then that of the Sun and that of Venus. Layer 6 was the 
constellation of the fire drill, which is not clearly 
known today but was somewhere in the vicinity of Orion. 
The seventh layer was that of the green wind, the eighth 
blue dust and the ninth thunder. The next three layers 
were the coloured zones, white, yellow, andred. At the 
top of the universe was Omeyocan, the creator of space, 
time, and the world, the most remote of the gods. 


The layered pattern of the heavens was conceived to 
be in pyramidal form both above and below the earth. 
Ancient ceremonies which took place on pyramids were often 
acts that attempted to recreate the movements between 
heavenandearth. The sacrificial victim who climbed the 
steps of a pyramid diagonally was imitating the path of 
the Sun during the day. At the summit, corresponding to 
noon, he was sacrificed, and like the Sun, began his 
descent. It appears also that the day of the Maya, and 
probably that of the Aztecs, began at noon when the Sun 
wasat the peak of itsclimb. This factorhas complicated 
correlation of dates between the Mesoamerican and Gregor- 
ian calendars. 


THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY AND FATE 


Predictive astrology, defined as the practical appli- 
cation of sky and time knowledge, permeated Aztec and 
Mayan society. There was interest both in the affairs of 
the state and in the lives of individuals. There were 
professionals-who did nothing else but keep count of the 
days for divinatory purposes. They used the 260-day cal- 
endar (discussed at length later) to determine one's fate, 
which was determined by the particulardate of birth. The 
idea of Fate was strong both for individuals and for 
society. The Aztec Sun Stone, probably Mexico's most 
famous symbol, is a complex depiction of time and the 
universe with what is believed to be the "sun" of the 
present creation, Tonatiuh, in the center. In the Aztec 
tradition, this "sun" was the fifth of five "suns" or 
creations which rule successive ages. The Aztec nation 
believed that it lived in the fifth or last age which, 
when its time wasup, was to end in destruction by earth- 
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uakes. The Mayans, who were expert at calulating remote 

ates, were more specific about these great ages or 
"suns", A creation epoch was a cycle of 13 baktuns or 
about 5,125 years. Five of these or 25,627 years is very 
closely equal to a precessional cycle of 25,694.8 years. 
According to Mayan inscriptions, the last age of "sun" 
began on 12th August, 3113 BC. The next age will begin in 
2012. 


The power of astrology and divination on thought and 
action in ancient Mesoamerica is illustrated by the in- 
credible story of the conquest of the Aztecs by Cortes, 
At the time, the Aztecs were at their peak of power and 
dominated most of Mesoamerica with the exception of the 
Mayanregions. Prior to1519, the year when Cortes ar- 
rived, there had been a number of strange events which 
some of the rulers had interpreted as omens of destruc-— 
tion. These included strange lights in the sky, a comet, 
the accidental burning of the principal temple and turbu- 
lent and destructive waters on the lake which surrounded 
thecity. Moctezuma was so upset by the interpretations 
offered for these omens that he had his astrologers exe- 
cuted. Nezahualpilli, the chief speaker of Texcoco, a 
major center near the Aztec capital Tenoctitlan, was known 
to be adept at astrology and also warned Moctezuma of 
possible defeats anddisasters. Aside fromthe immediate 
omens was the persistent legend of Quetzalcoatl, the em- 
bodiment of Venus, who was forced to leave Mexico by war- 
rior sorcerers several centuries earlier. He was born in 
the year 1 reed, left in the year 1 reedandaccording to 
some questionable post-conquest sources, was to return in 
the year] reed. He had been depicted by the priests as 
having a beard, wearing a strange helmet, and dressed in 
black. In 1519, which was the Aztec year 1 reed, a beard- 
ed Cortes landed near present day Veracruz and was con- 
tactedby Aztecs. Aztec artists in the service of Mocte- 
zuma painted Cortes, who apparently bore an wipaley resem- 
blance, in attire at least, to certain traditional images 
of Quetzalcoatl. Spanish gifts, such as a helmet, also 
contributed to this association of Cortes with the ancient 
pee Del Castillo, who witnessed this event and 
wrote about it later, mentions that this meeting took 
place on Holy Thursday and Cortes had dressed especially 
for the occasion. The strange coincidental qualities of 
this event shocked the Aztec leader and his will was 
seriously damaged. Cortes certainly benefitted from this 
confusion, at least at the outset, and within two years 
toppled the Aztec empire with a handful of men. 
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COMPARISON WITH WESTERN DAY-COUNTS 


The astrology of ancient Mesoamerica, with the excep- 
tion of Venus movements, was strictly an abstraction of 
naturalcycles. The Suncycle wasusedasa key time unit 
and meaning was given to various segments of time which 
were tightly linked to as many natural cycles as possible. 
This deification of time, or time-defined astrology, is 
similar in principle to one that evolved in the ancient 
Near East and which survives in western culture today. 
Thisis the planetary week anditshours. A digression on 
this subject will perhaps put the Mesoamerican system in 
better prespective. 


The seven days of the week we use in our civil calen- 
dar are named for the seven visible planets. The orderis 
Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn. The 
nordic names we use are substitutes for the planetary 
names which are apparent in Mediterranean languages. The 
order of the days of the week is actually a secondary 
order, the primary order being the order of the hours of 
the day, known as the Chaldean order. This order is based 
on the average daily motions of the seven visible planets 
and goes: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, and 
Moon. Saturn has the least ayoraee, movement per day while 
the Moon has the quickest. Eachday and each night was 
divided into twelve equal hours, though lengths could vary 
depending on the season. Each hour was ruled by a planet, 
the sequence of hours being the Chaldean order. The 
planet which rules the first hour of the day gives its 
name to that day. Since there are 24 hours ina full day 
and there are seven planets, each succeeding day must be 
ruled by the third planet ahead in the Chaldean order from 
the ruler of the previous day. For example, we could 
start with Stalag which is ruled by Saturn. After 21 
hours or three cycles of the Chaldean order, Saturn will 
rule the 22nd hour of the day. Jupiter will rule the 23rd 
and Mars the 24th. The Sun will rule the first hour of 
the next day and will give its name to it--Sunday. 


In the tradition of the planetary week, a birth would 
occur ona day which was ruledbya particularplanet, and 
also during anhour. This information could then be used 
to make a determination as to what an individual fate 
might be. This was done in the ancient Western world, and 
even during the Middle Ages. Predictions for the year 
itself were made based on the day of the week that Christ- 
mas or the first day of the year fell on. This is an 
astrology of time, number, andrulership. The basic unit 
of the day, defined by the Sun, is divided into sections 
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of time which are given meanings as is the day itself. As 
we will see, the Mesoameriacans were not so different from 
usin this respect, they just developed a different numer- 
ology and took the idea further. 


(To be continued) 
# # # 
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*7th November 1885: 09:22 L MT (17:10 UT); Eagle Pass, British 
Columbia: 51N19 116W58, 


The driving in of the last spike on the Canadian Pacificrailway, 
completing the comnnection from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
(Source: Charting Canada by Shealagh Kendal & Brian Clark, who 
cite the Mclean Magazine Album of 1960.) Moon in XII opposes 
Neptune, with a mediating trine/sextile to the Nodein Virgo. 
Mercury sextile Jupiter (orb 2'). 


* 26th May 1896 (N.S.): around 08:15 UT; Cathedral of the Dormi- 
tion, the Kremlin, Moscow: 55N 45 37E37. 


Coronation of NicholasII, last Romanov czar. MC approaching 
Venus in Taurus, semisquare Mars and opposed by Saturn and Uranus 
is Scorpio. Moon, also in Scorpio, applying to a square of its 
Node; otherwise void of course. Mars in Aries trine Jupiter in 
Leo, Sunsextile both. Sun, Pluto, Neptuneand Mercury, inthat 
order,in Gemini. 


The time stated is the closest possible to the actual crown- 
ing, deduced from the eye-witness source (see item below). Short- 
ly after this, the Collar of State broke and fell to the flooras 
it was being placedon Nicholas'sshoulders; the Emperorhimself 
accepted this asanevilomen. 


The next Full Moon occurred lessthan14hours later: 21:53 


UT onthe 26th at 6°04! Gemini-Sagittarius. Angles at the Kremlin 
for this lunation were MC 13°S G02', AS12°AQ11', VX 14°VI53", 
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* 30th May 1896(N.S.): around 04:00 UT; Khodinsky Plain, Moscow: 
approx. 55N45 37£42. 


Greatest man-made peacetime disaster in modern history. Almost 
3,000 killed when barriers collapsed early inthe morning, Caus- 
ing the stampede of a crowd of 800,000 poor Russians who had 
walkedtothe capitaltoreceive the Emperor's Coronation Dole. 
They had been waiting all night in front of temporary booths 
where they were to be giventhe traditional gift: a decorated tin 
mug, cake, a paperbagcontainingnutsandca ndy,asausage,and 
a view of the Kremlin printed on a cotton handerchief in which 
the other items were wrapped. 


The Times correspondent wrote: "The preparations had gone so 
far that it appears to have been impossible to countermand the 
remainder of the fete... The heat was very opporessive and the 
dust annoying. Well-dressed people in their comfortable carriages 
dashing along the road could see, if they cared to look, the 
wagons filled with corpses, covered over with tarpaulins... 


Moon semisquare its own position at the Full Moon of 26th 
May, also sextile Uranus; Mars sesquiquadrate Uranus (orb 28'); 
Venus square Node (21'). 


Majorrelated dates, all New Style: Nicholas born18th May 
1868, around 10:00 UT, St. Petersburg: 59N55 30E25; became E mper- 
or lst November 1894; abdicated 15th March 1917, hour unknown, 
Pskov: 57N 48 28E 26;shot with his family, night of 16-17th July 
1918, Ekatarinburg: 56N52 60£35. Note Nicholas's radical Node 
rising at coronation, sesquiquadrate abdication Node; coronation 
Moonandaccession Mercury opposite Nicholas'sradical Sun,all 
squared by murder Uranus; accession Mars square abdication Saturn 
and murder Sun; MC of coronation Full Moon conjunct abdication 
Mercury and Venus, and square abdication Moon, these positions 
being semisquare and sesquiquadrate to Nicholas's radical Mars 
ands square or opposite the mean point of the coronation stellium 
in Gemini. 


Sources: (London) Times, 27th May and 1st June 1896; Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica at “Nicholas II"; Times Atlas. the Times 
correspondent was one of less than a dozen admittedinside the 
small cathedral for the coronation. 


* 21st September 1938. just after 16:00 LT (20:00 UT); Westhamp- 
ton Beach, Long Island: 40N 49 72W39. 

Hurricane hit Long Island almost precisely at high tide. The 

attendant tidal wave, atwo-story, building-shattering wall of 


sea, literally swept parts of eastern Long Island clear. 100 
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people killed (a further 500 deaths in other parts of New England 
were due to this same hurricane). Angular grand-cross: the mean 
lunar Node, exactly on MC, is conjunct Venus and opposed by 
Uranus, these square the Jupiter-Moon opposition (I to VII); Moon 
conjunct Vertex; Pluto opposing Ascendant; Virgo satellium in the 
VIIIth. 


* 11th June 1985: 23:01 UT; Morristown, New Jersey: 40N48 74W29. 


Death of Karen Ann Quinlan, aged 31 years and 74 days. Born 29th 
March 1954: time unknown; Scranton, Pennsylvania: 41N25 75W40. On 
night of 14th April 1975, at Byram Township (41N28 79W07), she 
went into a coma after having taken a combination of tranquil- 
izers and alcohol; she stopped breathing around 05:00 UT 15th 
April. Karen was kept alive for years on a mechanical respirator. 
Admitted to Morristown nursing home 9th June 1976. Moon at time 
of death, 8AR45, may be exactly conjunct natal Sun. This would 
give a birthtime somewhat earlier than the Doris Kaye speculative 
(23:43 EST) quoted in The American Book of Charts. 


* 2nd August 1985: 00:20-03:45 UT; Cheyenne, Wyoming: 41N08 
104W49. 


Deadly storm: 6.06 inches of rain, about half the precipitation 
the city of Cheyenne usually gets in a year, fell in less than 
three and a half hours. Hailstones fell at the same time, the 
next day these remained in piles of up to five feet high, 12 
people died, 70 injured; power lines torn down, trees shredded. 
8CP-16PI rose over the Ascendant during the storm; Jupiter- 
Pluvius, at 12AQ opposed by Sun and Mars, is at the midpoint of 
these rising degrees. Pluto conjunct MC, Moon opposing Mercury- 
Vertex at start of the storm. Neptune, opposed by Venus, had just 
risen. 


* 3rd August 1985: 00:05 UT; Dallas, Texas: 32N47 96W49. 


Delta Air Lines Lockheed L-1011 crashed on landing in a driving 
rainstorm, unable to pull out of a powerful wind shift after 
having been ordered to slow down to avoid overtaking another 
plane. 133 people killed, 28 survived. Mercury conjunct Vertex 
square Saturn; Moon-Venus-Pluto grand trine; Jupiter opposite Sun 
square Node; Neptune opposite Venus; Jupiter/Neptune midpoint = 
Asc.; Sun/Venus midpoint = Desc. 


71 


CONSIDERATIONS 


* Ath August 1985: 20:30 UT; Oakland, New Jersey: 41NO2 74W14. 


Gunfight at private picnic attended by 2,000. Two people killed, 
19 wounded. Uranus at Ascendant is trine Sun-Mars in VIII, and 
sesquiquadrate Vertex; Moon near IC is trine Vertex; Venus in VII 
trines Pluto and opposes Neptune; Mercury square Saturn. 


* 13th August 1985: 09:57 UT; Mount Ogura, Japan: 35N58 138E31. 


Worst-ever air disaster involving a single plane: Japan Air Lines 
Boeing 747 crashed into a wooded mountain range after the pilot 
reported that a cabin door had broken and that he had lost con- 
trol. Take off from Tokyo was at 09:15 UT. 524 people on board, 
four survived. Moon, semisquare the Mercury-Mars conjunction, 
opposes Neptune (51'); Mars opposite Jupiter (46') square Node; 
Uranus at MC square Vertex. 


* 22nd August: 1985: 18:07 UT; Manchester, England: 53N28 02W14. 


Engine of British Airtours Boeing 737 exploded on takeoff. 54 
people killed in resulting fire. Moon, conjunct Saturn close to 
MC, squares Mars between Sun and Mercury in VII; Node opposes 
(4') the midpoint of Pluto and the Moon-Saturn conjunction. 


* 23rd August 1985: 12:42 UT: in Kirghizia near Russian/Chinese 
border: approx. 41N00 77E30, 


Major earthquake (7.5 on the Richter scale). Jupiter had just 
risen opposing the Mercury-Mars conjunction; Node opposite mid- 
point of Saturn/Pluto, both in Scorpio, squares Mercury; NP/PL = 
MC; Moon culminating. 


* 30th August 1985: between 04:00 and 04:30 UT; Bombay, India: 
18N56 72E51. 


Chlorine gas leak from a chemical plant in Chembur, an industrial 
suburb of Bombay. One person killed, at least 150 injured. Day of 
the Full Moon; Jupiter at Vertex; culminating Venus squares 
rising Pluto (11'); Mars square Saturn (38'). 
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* 6th September 1985: 20:25 UT; Milwaukee, Wiskonsin: 43N02 
87W55. 


Midwest Express Airlines DC-9 jetliner rolled over and crashed on 
take off. All 31 people on board killed. Neptune conjunct Ascen- 
dant (33'); Venus at Vertex (15') opposing Jupiter and square 
Node; Mercury trine Ascendant (13') and conjunct Mars; Moon in 
Gemini trine Jupiter; Sun square Uranus (8'). 


* 11th September 1985: 10:53 UT; Greenbelt, Marylanmd: 39N00 
76W53. . 


Scientific success: a spacecraft flew through the 14,000-mile 
wide ion tail of the comet Giacobini-Zinner. This was mankind's 
first close encounter with a comet. The craft plunged into the 
comet's tail, 5,000 miles behind its nucleus, at the stated time, 
emerging at the other side 20 minutes later, a longer passage 
than had been expected. At Greenbelt, from where the spacecraft 
was directed, the Sun is conjunct Ascendant (41'), Moon semi- 
squares Ascendant (21'), Mars opposes Vertex (33') and Uranus is 
at the IC. All bodies are contained within the Moon-Jupiter 
opposition; Mars closely trines Neptune (3'). 


* 11th September 1985: 17:40 UT; Viseu, Portugal: 40N40 07W55. 


Train crash: express train loaded with migrant workers bound for 
France slammed into a local passenger train in the mountainous 
Serra da Estrela region of Portugal. More than 100 people killed, 
another 140 injured. Moon in VIth opposes Jupiter; Venus had just 
set, Mars and Mercury are about to do so; Uranus square Vertex. 


* 13th September 1985: 15:17 UT; Florette, Alabama: 34N28 86W48., 


Private twin-engined airplane crashed. All six people on board 
Killed. All planets are in the eastern half of the chart, con- 
tained within the Venus-Jupiter 168°01! arc; Venus is close to 
the MC (7°11') and Jupiter is close to the IC (4°48'); the Venus/ 
Jupiter midpoint at 13SC45 is close to the 13SC12 midpoint of 
Pluto and Saturn, the two bodies that straddle the rising degree; 
Moon conjunct Mars is sextile the rising Pluto; Mercury squares 
Uranus. 
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* 19th September 1985: 13:18 UT; Mexico City: 19N25 99W10, 


Major earthquake (81 on the Richter scale). Severe damage and 
loss of life in Mexico City, for which location coordinates are 
given, although this was 200 miles from the epicenter. More than 
5,500 persons killed. All planets are contained within the Venus- 
Jupiter 160°32' arc; Venus is at the Vertex, Jupiter near cusp V; 
Saturn semisquares Ascendant; Moon is between Saturn and Uranus; 
Moon/Pluto = Venus/Jupiter (1'); Uranus = Moon/Neptune. 


* 21st September 1985: 01:38 UT; near mouth of Balsas river in 
Michoacan state, Mexico: approx, 17N58 02W10. 


Severe aftershock (7.3 on Richter scale) to Mexico's earthquake. 
Moon had advanced 21°22' to reach the midpoint of Uranus/Neptune 
(at the time of the original quake Uranus’ was at midpoint of 
Moon/Neptune); this chart is the compliment. of that for the 
earlier one, with the MCs opposing each other, etc; Mercury 
is sesquiquadrate MC (19). 


* 29th September 1985: 16:30 UT; Jenkinsburg, Georgia: 33N20 
84w02. 


Single engined Cessna 208 Caravan filled with parachutists crash- 
ed on takeoff. All 17 people aboard were killed. 


* 4th October 1985: 12:26 UT; 38 miles east of Tokyo, on border 
of Chiba and Ibarabki: approx. 35N38 140E07. 


Earthquake (6.2 on Richter scale). No injuries but it was the 
worst in Japan since the 1923 quake when over 100,000 people were 
killed. (There was a foreshock at 21:30 UT on 3rd October 1985, 
and an aftershock at 17:05 UT 4th October 1985, both at the same 
location.) The Moon is exactly trine the Sun (1') and is also 
part of a mutable T-square, opposing Uranus and square the close 
(18') Venus-Mars conjunction near the IC; Neptune opposes the 
Ascendant; Uranus has just set. Both for this quake and for the 
Mexico one, the Moon seems to have been triggering Uranus and 
Neptune. 
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* 6th October 1985: 23:00 UT; Sacremento, California: 38N35 
12129. 


Huge. cloud of smoke from grass fire blew suddenly over busy 
highway, blinding drivers and causing a chain collision of 33 
vehicles. 8 persons killed, 43 injured. Jupiter had just risen; 
Venus-Mars conjunction squares Uranus; Mercury semisquare Vertex 
(45'); Moon sesquiquadrate Saturn (17'). 


* 7th October 1985: 06:15 UT; Ponce, Porta Rica: 18N01 66W37. 


Landslide caused by heavy rains surged through community of 
shacks burying dozens of people in mud and debris. 55 killed, 
many missing. Saturn and Pluto straddle the IC, their midpoint, 
(conjunct Fortuna) opposes the MC; Moon at cusp XII squares Sun 
and quicunx Uranus; Neptune is sesquiquadrate Ascendant. 


* 7th October 1985: 07:00 UT; Alexandria, Egypt: 31N13 29E55. 


Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro left Alexandria bound for Port 
Said. It was seized by Palestinian commandos thirty miles off 
Port Said. One passenger, a cripple, was killed. Moon conjunct 
Vertex square Sun; Venus-Mars conjunction squares Uranus. 


* Oth October 1985: 15:00 UT; Port Said, Egypt: 31N17 32E18. 


Achille Lauro hijackers surrendered to Egyptian government. Moon 
had advanced 30°11' to trine Uranus (9') and sextile Sun (1°12"); 
Neptune is at the MC; Jupiter is conjunct Fortuna. 


* 18th October 1985: 19:45 UT; Londonderry, Northern Ireland: 
55N00, 07W19. 


Bomb in parked van exploded at a shopping centre. The police had 
just begun to clear the area after receiving an anonymous warn- 
ing. At least twenty people wounded, extensive damage. Moon 
conjunct Neptune opposes the Ascendant; Mercury and Pluto are at 
the Vertex, opposing the mean Node. 
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* 19th October 1985: 10:07:41 UT; Ardsley, New York: 41N02 73W52. 


Pre-dawn earthquake (4.0 on Richter scale) thirty miles north of 
New York City. No injuries, little damage. There had been a 
foreshock two minutes earlier, at 10:05:47 UT, same location, 2.0 
Magnitude. Venus had just risen, square the Moon; Pluto opposes 
the Vertex; Saturn is semisquare Ascendant; all bodies are within 
the 132°41! Mars-Jupiter arc, with only Mars and Venus above the 
horizon. 


* 21st October 1985: 10:37 UT; Ardsley, New York: 41NO2 73W52. 


Aftershock to New York's earth tremor two days earlier. This one 
‘registered 3.0. Moon conjunct Jupiter in IVth; the Sun-Pluto 
conjunction (6' in OA) is about to rise. 


* 27th October 1985; 09:15 UT; Paris: 48N52 02E20. 


Theft of nine major Impressionist paintings from the Marmottan 
Museum. Five gunmen held up unarmed guards, "like a bank rob- 
bery". Mars is conjunct MC; Mercury and Saturn have just risen; 
Sun is conjunct Pluto; Moon opposes Venus. 
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COMETS 
COMETS IN "THE ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLES" 


678: There appeared the star called a comet, in August; 
and it shone for three months each morning like a beam of 
the sun. Bishop Wilfrid was driven from his bishopric by 
king Ecgferth. 


729: Two comets appeared, and the same year Osric passed 
away, who was king for eleven years; also the holy Ec- 
brycht on Iona. 


905: A comet appeared on October 20th. 


995: The comet appeared, that is, the longhaired star. 
Archbishop Sigeric passed away. 


1066: Then it happened that all through England such a 
sign in the heavens was seen as no man had seen before. 
Some men said that it was the star, "Comet", that some men 
call the long-haired star; it appeared first on the eve of 
Letania maior, April 24th, and so shone all seven nights. 


1097: After Michaelmas, October 4th, there appeared a rare 
star shining in the evening, and soon sinking to its 
setting. It was seen in the southwest, and the beam of 
light which stood out from it seemed very long, shining in 
the southeast; nearly all week it appeared in this way. 
Many men supposed it was a comet. 


1106: In the first week of Lent, on Friday, February 16th, 
there appeared in the evening an unusual star, and fora 
long time thereafterit was seen each evening, shining for 
a while. This star appeared in the southwest; it seemed 
little and dark, but the light which stood out from it was 
very bright, and a beam so immense that it seemed to be 
shining in the northeast; and one evening it was seen that 
the beam was streaming towards the star in the opposite 
direction. Some said that they had seen more unknown stars 
in these times, but we did not write of it more freely 
because we did not see them ourselves. On the night the 
morning of which was Cena Domini, that is the Thursday 
belore Banter, two moons were seen in the heavens before 
day, one in the east and the other in the west, both full, 
and that same day the moon wasinits fourteenth night. 


1114: This year towards the end of May was seen a rare 
star with a long beam of light shining for many nights. 


# # # 
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ALL ELSE CONSIDERED 


KEN GILLMAN 


A NEW VOLUME STARTS, Our intent in it is to become more 
pene tical, more specific in just how to interpret various 
eatures of the natal and progressed horoscope. The con- 
tent of Considerations within the initial eight issues of 
our first two years has tended, with some notable excep- 
tions, to be overly theoretical, to concentrate on new 
methodology. We hope instead, in the upcoming issues, to 
devote more space to the basics of interpretation, to show 
how a life can be viewed through the astrologer's art, 
both by detailed examination of particular configurations 
and also by demonstrating how a person's biography becomes 
more meaningful, less a series of random events, when seen 
as the unfolding of the inherent blueprint detailed at 
birth by the relative placements within the natal horo- 
scope. Whether or not we succeed in this intent will 
naturally depend on the bent of the articles we receive. 


Two of the articles in the present issue, Barbara 
Koval's discussion of "Moon in Scorpio square Pluto" (page 
12) and Axel Harvey's thoughts on the relationship between 
Mars and Neptune (rage 35), examine some of the implica- 
tions of particular aspectual relationships between speci- 
fic planetary pairings. The article "Is all contained 
within the natal horoscope" (page 16), which questions the 
practical effect of relocation, whether or not one can 
escape or modify the implications inherent in the birth- 
chart, is also intended to be aimed in this more practical 
direction. 


Articles published in recent issues have prompted 
much correspondence, some of which is of general interest 
and is therefore published here in "Let's Consider". Where 
possible the author of the article in question has been 
given the opportunity to respond and we publish both 
querry and the response together. 


This issue introduces the commencement of a four-part 
"Reconstruction of mesoamerican astrology" by Bruce Sco- 
field (page 60). Readers will find this series fascin- 
ating. The initial part provides necessary background, and 
upcoming parts will be more specific in terms of the 
astrological methods used. 
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Readers will note that "Data Etcetera" is expanding. 
We continue to regularly note recent mundane events and, 
in addition, we will now be including important, not 
readily available, data from the past, the study of which 
can only improve our knowledge of Fave astrology works. Our 
tendency to concentrate on the horoscopes of historical 
figures has received both critical and approving comments. 
We believe that history contains many lessons in astrolog- 
ical interpretation that can now, with the objectivity 
hindsight provides, be correctly assessed, whereas those 
in today's news, the Reagans and the Rajneeshs, can baffle 
us simply because the true facts and perspective of their 
lives are not immediately available. The coronation of 
Czar Nicholas II is very much a case in point. Much that 
subsequently occurred in Russia can now be related back to 
that single inauspicious moment. 


The loss of Dane Rudhyar, a giant in our field, must 
sadden all astrologers. More than any other single writer 
this century, he has altered how we view the horoscope and 
how, as counsellors, we advise those who come to us for 
help. His books and ideas remain to stimulate and guide us 
in the direction his cosmic philosophy aimed. We are 
grateful to Alexander Ruperti for his clear overview of 
Rudhyar's lifework (pages 2-11), written at very short 
notice. 


Noah O'Dhaniel's article, "The Frustration of Ed- 
ward", has been held over until February. It is an astro— 
loger's view of a life that for several years affected 
many of the world's population. The article is as good of 
its type as any we have previously seen. The other arti- 
cles we have been promised and which we hope to include 
should make the February 1986 issue (our tenth) an out- 
standing one. 


See you then. 


## # 
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A TECHNICAL NOTE 


CONSIDERATIONS follows standard astrological and 
astronomical conventions as much as possible. De- 
grees of the Zodiac (ecliptic) are indicated either 
by the and ' symbols meaning degrees and minutes 
(and occasionally by " meaning seconds) or else by a 
sign symbol insexted between the degree and minutes 
pagts. Thus 265 16' of Longitude is the same as 
25°16' of Sagittarius or 25,7716 


Time is stated in hours and minutes (and sometimes 
seconds) separated by colons. Thus 2:07:48 means 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 48 seconds. Civil time is 
usually stated as UT (Universal Time) or ET (Ephem- 
eris Time) since this saves- the reader from uncert- 
ainty about precisely what clock rules are being 
followed. UT may be converted to Eastern Standard 
Time (EST) by subtracting five hours. ET is approxi- 
mately equivalent to UT. A good explanation of the 
difference between UT and ET is found in the appen- 
dix "How to Cast a Natal Horoscope" by Robert Hand 
and Joshua Brackett, in The American Ephemeris 
1931. to 1980. 


Hours are given in the 24-hour dial to avoid errors 
with "a.m." and "p.m."; 17:00, not 5:00 p.m. 


Decimal points always separate whole numbers from 
decimal parts. Colons are used to separate whole 
numbers from sixtieths. Thus 2:07.8 means 2 hours, 7 
Minutes and eight-tenths of a minute, which is 
equivalent to 2:07:48. 


When the decimal point is used together with degree, 
arc minute and arc second symbols, the decimal point 
follows the symbol of the last whole unit. Thus 
23,41 degrees can be written 23°.41 or 23°24'.6 or 
2302436". 


Local sidereal time (ST) is expressed in hours. The 
right ascension of the local meridian (RAMC) is 
expressed in angular measure. The former is equal to 
the latter divided by 15. ST 7:51 is the same as 
RAMC 117%45'. 


Zodiacal positions may be assumed to be tropical 
unless it is stated otherwise. Sidereal horoscopes 


usually require that an ayanamsha be specified. 
eS &£ ek * 


